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ABSTRACT
this study aims to look at the bibliometric trends in state administrative law articles. 
then this study uses Vosviewer analysis which aims to analyze publication trends in 
the form of bibliometric maps collected from the scopus database. the research 
findings show that there are 196 articles on state administrative law published in 
scopus indexed journals between 2017 and 2021. in terms of document types by year, 
research documents on state administrative law only increased significantly in 2020. in 
the type of document based on the author, the author hoffman is the author with the 
most documents. in document types by affiliation, research publications from maria 
Curie university-skłodowska are the top document producers. in terms of document 
types by country, the united states is the top document producer. in the types of 
documents based on subject, research is dominated by social sciences. whereas for 
document types based on citations, articles in 2017–2019 are the results of publications 
with the most citations. the implications of this research are related to the emphasis 
on aspects of collaboration and integration in the research partnership system by state 
administrative law researchers at universities on various continents, especially the asian 
continent. Furthermore, this research still has limitations because it only analyzes 
documents in the scopus database in 2017–2021. therefore, we suggest that further 
research be carried out from a wider range in order to emphasize the need for increased 
attention to the field of state administrative law.

IMPACT STATEMENT
this article reviews publication trends from the scopus database related to state 
administrative law from 2017-2021. these findings show that there are 196 articles about 
state administrative law published in scopus indexed journals between 2017 and 2021, 
where from the types of documents from year to year, documents research on state 
administrative law only experienced a significant increase in 2020 (61). in terms of 
document types by country and region, the united states is the largest document 
producer (40). in terms of document types based on subject, research is dominated by 
social sciences (62.08%). meanwhile, for document types based on citations, articles from 
2017-2019 are the publications with the most citations. Currently, international publications 
on state administrative law are still underdeveloped, and there is not much interest in 
them. then, the production of state administrative law research in various scopus indexed 
research journals is territorially only produced by countries on the american and european 
continents, and is still not found in countries on the asian continent.

1.  Introduction

state administrative law is part of public law (wurman, 2021). then, it also regulates the exercise of 
powers given to public bodies (spitzer, 2021). Challenges to the practice of this power can be carried 
out by citizens individually or collectively and by the central government against local governments and 
vice versa (Coglianese, 2021). then, although state administrative law is always concerned with ensuring 
public decision-makers act according to the law and are responsible before the law, its development is 
also mainly due to the desire of the courts to improve the balance of power and to protect the rights 
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and interests of citizens (sossin, 2021). however, experts have described how contemporary regimes in 
democratic dynamics try to use state administrative law instruments to stay in power and marginalize 
political opposition (schotel, 2021).

historically, research on state administrative law was first conducted in 1887 with an article document 
published in scopus (wilson, 1887). then, various studies related to state administrative law have 
explained that all public actions and decision-making must flow from legal sources to ensure that no 
individual or position is above the law (sossin, 2021). Furthermore, in the legal context in the era of state 
administration, the conception of public law regarding criminal law must be prioritized with a paradigm 
that remains oriented to existing morals (Katz, 2018). then, based on the review of state administrative 
data, systematic identification of the next steps in facilitating legal investigations is also needed in the 
future (Cole & sprang, 2020). in addition, the shift in the formulation of fictitious positive administrative 
decisions has been classified as one of the objects of dispute in the state administrative court. where 
fantastical decision arrangements in indonesia have differences with european union member countries 
such as the types of fictitious decisions, time limits, and the advantages and disadvantages of these 
arrangements (yasa, 2021). therefore, future state administrative law institutions must be able to adapt 
to digital automation, where digital-based governance will promise more accurate data-based adminis-
trative decisions (Coglianese, 2021). the development of state administrative law research is interesting 
because, in state administration, there is always an extensive role of public administrators who exercise 
executive power and legislative and judicial powers. thus, it is considered to have damaged the system 
of checks and balances and has violated the rule of law (warren, 2019).

Furthermore, according to the literature review, the bibliometric approach was initially a study of 
library science and information science (Pritchard, 1969). the bibliometric technique can classify bib-
liographic materials from literature sources and has an advantage (Zahra et  al., 2021). Bibliometrics has 
been employed as an analytical tool by several writers in journals for article drafting (ramos-rodrígue & 
ruíz-navarro, 2004), later publications on evaluating journal impact (glänzel & moed, 2002), and pieces 
on university rankings (moed et  al., 1985; raan, 2005), Later on, bibliometric methods were employed in 
a variety of different sectors of inquiry, including economics (Feng et  al., 2017; guo et  al., 2020), public 
administration (ni et  al., 2017), politics (syaifuddin et  al., 2021), and social sciences (subandi et  al., 2021). 
Furthermore, bibliometric studies have been conducted in several fields of study, including energy (ante 
et  al., 2021; he et  al., 2020) environment (sorensen & Jovanović, 2021), industry (gajdzik et  al., 2020), 
financial management (Baker et  al., 2020), big data (Zhang et  al., 2020), artificial intelligence (Peng & Dai, 
2020), business (marczewska & Kostrzewski, 2020), Covid-19 (Bonilla-aldana et  al., 2020; Felice, 2020; 
gong et  al., 2020; Lou, 2020; Zhai et  al., 2020) social networks (su et  al., 2020), and others.

in general, Bibliometrics can be effective in providing research data that researchers can use to 
improve the quality of their research.(Zahra et al., 2021) however, there has been no bibliometric research 
on the development of research on state administrative law until now. thus, this study attempts to visu-
alize the result of research on state administrative law on a bibliometric map and its research trends in 
publications in the scopus database using VosViewer software. Based on the initial review, research on 
state administrative law in scopus journal articles in its database from 2017 to 2021 has been published 
with a total of 196 pieces. the following is a research article document within the scope of state admin-
istrative law based on the scopus database:

From table 1 above, it can be seen that based on the scopus database from 2017 to 2021, research in 
the scope of state administrative law totals 196 documents, whereas, in 2020, there has been an increase 
in publications with 61 document articles published. therefore, this study aims to analyze the bibliometric 
characteristics and trends of state administrative law articles taken from the scopus database. the findings 

Table 1. State administrative law article document.
number Year article document

1 2017 31
2 2018 35
3 2019 32
4 2020 61
5 2021 37
total 196
Source. analysis Using VosViewer, 2021.
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of this study are, of course, believed in providing valuable data for future researchers to understand trends 
in research and find research novelties for researchers in the field of state administrative law.

2.  Literature review

Bibliometrics is essentially a statistical analysis of books, articles, and other types of publications that 
visualize data about the number, authors, and citations of scientific publications and articles. its objec-
tives are to measure the outcomes of individuals, research teams, institutions, and countries, find national 
networks, and chart the growth of new fields of science and technology (Fauzan & Jahja, 2021; nurdin 
et  al., 2021; sahoo & Pandey, 2020). in the process, the results of the bibliometric analysis will be used 
to guide further research (Casprini et  al., 2020; nurdin, 2022; sun, 2020). so, researchers will be able to 
find something new that will help them improve the quality of their research and maintain it for a long 
time (Baharuddin et  al., 2022; inamdar et  al., 2020).

then, in the context of a study of state administrative law, fundamentally, state administrative law is 
an independent branch of public law that ensures the functioning of state administrative institutions as 
stipulated in the relevant legal sources. in addition, the study of state administrative law will study the 
transformation of public administration by the development of administrative law doctrine (agapova & 
Palkova, 2020; gluck, 2015). in the past few decades, both administrative systems and administrative law 
were built based on the needs of each country. the national government, which is run by a political 
body called the “state,” creates a legal environment that allows for the growth of a system of adminis-
tration and administrative law. since then, the public has thought that public administration is part of 
the national community and is built on top of the national government. this means that administrative 
law is largely state law. the relationship established as a result is called an “administrative state,” and has 
existed since 1948 (Cassese & D’alterio, 2016).

as the role of government grows along with the role of independent institutions, there is a lot of 
struggle in the courts over who makes the laws: the legislature or the constitutional institution (Coates, 
2015). the way administrative law influences how government officials act then has a major effect on 
democracy and good governance (Coglianese, 2021; Collins, 2017). in this process, state administrative 
law needs to be strengthened by establishing rules and decisions, followed by judicial review. however, 
the current state of administration is still not in line with the main objective (glicksman & hammond, 
2019; hammond, 2016). the way people in modern times understand the law is based on tradition, 
circumstances, and culture. most of the time, they don’t become tools of social change overnight. 
instead, it happens as a result of things happening in society that cause problems that no one sees. 
in situations like this, the law is always left behind because the rules are not fast enough to keep up 
with social changes and have the potential to stop and stay the same (handrlica, 2016, 2020; handrlica 
et  al., 2021).

in this research, scopus was chosen as a sample for several reasons, including comprehensive cover-
age of citation indexes and digital publications, so that research materials are easily accessible. this data-
base (scopus) can also be used by researchers to investigate publishing trends, identify leading authors 
and institutions, and gain insight into the growth and development of their respective research fields 
(martín-martín et  al., 2021; Vera-Baceta et  al., 2019). then, due to the scarcity of literature related to state 
administrative law, it is necessary to make changes by providing systematic explanations in order to 
advance state administrative law literature in the scopus database. therefore, the literature on “state 
administrative Law” is very important to discuss.

3.  Method

in this study, each article analyzed is a research article on state administrative law contained in the 
scopus database, one of the most significant journal databases globally, and can provide scientific and 
academic information (Klapka & slaby, 2018). VosViewer analysis was used in this study to visualize and 
analyze patterns in bibliometric maps (Dharmani et  al., 2021; Linnenluecke et  al., 2020), as well as to be 
able to use shared citation networks in building publication maps, country maps, journal maps, and 
keyword maps (Fadhlurrohman et  al., 2021; hamidah et  al., 2020).
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in the analysis using the VosViewer tool, we searched and identified articles in the scopus database 
about state administrative law, which then filtered the results. scopus was chosen as a sample because 
the scopus database has wide coverage of citation indexes and digital publications, making research 
literature easily accessible. researchers can also use this database to examine publishing trends, identify 
notable authors and institutions, and obtain insight into the growth and development of their respective 
research disciplines. the paucity of linked literature makes it necessary to improve it by offering system-
atic explanations in order to advance the state administrative law literature in the scopus database, 
which is why the literature of “state administrative law” is vital to discussion.

in the first stage, we determined research keywords that were specific to the study of state adminis-
trative law, such as “state administrative law.” in the second stage, we searched for articles in the scopus 
database using the keyword “state administrative law,” where the search was limited to the results of 
journal publications and conferences related to state administrative law. in the third stage, we improve 
the first results by removing duplicate papers identifying important documents. Furthermore, we found 
196 documents discussing state administrative law from 2017 to the end of november 2021. holding 
annual publications until the end of november 2021 allows us to highlight and provide a bibliometric 
analysis of the state administrative law literature landscape on documents published on scopus that 
influence the results of the overlay visualization and key point query there.

therefore, we present the data collected from queries with the main source “state administrative law” 
along with document types by year, document types by author, document types by affiliation, document 
types by country or region, document types by subject, and document types based on the citation net-
work. thus, all categories of documents were applied to fulfill the requirements, as all types of literature 
are relevant to the research objectives. this emphasizes that evaluation based on abstract extraction 
covers the entire document. then a full text analysis is carried out on documents that meet the main 
full text criteria. therefore, all the documents contained have the potential to advance state administra-
tive law literature. using analysis tools, all 196 documents were comprehensively reviewed and analyzed.

4.  Result and discussion

Based on data obtained from the scopus database, articles in the scope of state administrative law pub-
lished by scopus first appeared in 1887 (wilson, 1887). however, the number of articles written by 
authors and published on scopus tends to fluctuate in the 2017–2021 period. a significant increase only 
occurred in 2020 with 61 document articles. the following is the distribution of constitutional law articles 
in several scopus-indexed journals for the 2017–2021 period, as shown in Figure 1:

Furthermore, we visualized article data on state administrative law in terms of authorship and affilia-
tion, country, subject, and citations and documents. the first visualization is co-authorship which aims to 
find out the number of records by the author in writing articles on state administrative law, where each 
author has several article documents as shown in Figure 2 below:

Figure 1. State administrative law Documents by Year. Source. analysis Using VosViewer, 2021.
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Based on Figure 2 shows that the top document of the article by the author related to constitutional 
law is the author of hoffman, i (3). then followed by other authors with the same number (2), namely 
Barca, V., Fell, JC, Kovac, P., martinsen, Ds, renke, s., scherer, m., spire, a., and steennot, r., as well as a, 
hartwig, s (1). most of these authors are affiliated with several institutions on research publications 
related to public administrative law, as shown in Figure 3. these include maria Curie university-skłodowska 
(5), King’s College London (4), Leiden university (4), university of Pennsylvania (3), universiteit utrecht (3), 
harvard university (3), university of Pretoria (3), eotvos Lorand tudomanyegyetem (3), university of 
Chicago (3), and Cambridge university (3).

then, the production of constitutional law research in various research journals that are territorially 
different is produced by countries in the americas and the european continent. By Country, the number 
of studies on state administrative law is dominated by authors based in the united states (40), united 
Kingdom (31), Poland (18), netherlands (16), germany (9), russian Federation (8), Belgium (7), hungary (6), 
Czech republic (5), and italy (5). Based on these data, it is conceivable that studies and research on state 
administrative law in the last 5 years have been minimal. in addition, there has been no research produc-
tion related to state administrative law for the 2017–2021 period on the asian continent in scopus indexed 
journals, as shown in Figure 4.

in essence, the factors believed to contribute to this are related to the lack of cross-disciplinary 
research collaboration and not yet integrated a research partnership system by state administrative law 
researchers at universities in the asian continent, so that collaborative efforts to increase research 

Figure 2. State administrative law Documents by author. Source. analysis Using VosViewer, 2021.

Figure 3. State administrative law Documents by affiliation. Source. analysis Using VosViewer, 2021.
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collaboration through an integrated system in expanding the scope of research in the asian region are 
very crucial. therefore, this visualization can strengthen the potential to be developed and researched 
systematically in studies within the scope of state administrative law, so that future research production 
is expected to be more diverse, both from europe, america and other continents, especially the asian 
continent.

Furthermore, as shown in Figure 5, several fields of science are subject to and study approaches 
within the scope of state administrative law from 2017 to 2021, including social sciences (62.8%), arts 
and humanities (10.5%), environmental (7.4%), other (5.1%), economics (3.7%), medicine (3.0%), agricul-
tural (2.0%), computer science (1.7%), engineering (1.7%), biochemistry (1.0%), ass well as earth and 
plane (1.0%).

the figure above shows that several research studies related to state administrative law based on 
their subject areas are dominated by research in the scope of social sciences and minimal in other 
scientific studies. then, in the from 2017 to 2021, studies of state administrative law tend to focus on 
cross-sectoral similar themes, such as the concept of administrative law (Katz, 2018), administrative law 
ideas (sossin, 2021), administrative law decisions (yasa, 2021), administrative law enforcement 
(alekhnovich, 2021), boundaries administrative law (nackenoff, 2019), development of administrative 

Figure 4. State administrative law Documents by Country or territory. Source. analysis Using VosViewer, 2021.

Figure 5. State administrative law Documents by Subject area. Source: analysis Using VosViewer, 2021.
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law (warren, 2019), the influence of administrative law (medina, 2021), the role of administrative law 
(merriman, 2018), domestic administrative law (ramraj, 2017), welfare state (rixen, 2021), government 
capacity (stewart, 2017), criminal law (Chiao, 2018), and authoritarian elements in administrative law 
(schotel, 2021). Furthermore, other fields include research on digital automation in administrative law 
(Coglianese, 2021), and review of administrative law data (Cole & sprang, 2020). thus, it is necessary to 
elaborate and explore more varied and multi-perspective studies of state administrative law to enrich 
literacy and develop studies within the scope of state administrative law.

Furthermore, based on excerpts from each document, the visualization in Figure 6 below will show 
the highest citations and their correlation in each existing record:

From the analysis results carried out via Vosviewer, the color of the nodes in Figure 6 shows their 
relationship and publication and conveys the citation relationship. the node size indicates the number 
of citations received, whereas a larger node indicates publications with more sources. then, the thickness 
of the link and the distance between nodes shows the correlation and strength of the connection 
between nodes. meanwhile, thicker nodes and closer distances indicate stronger relationships, where 
Publications with close citation relationships are grouped in nodes of the same color.

the results above have shown bibliographic characteristics, and state administrative law articles from 
2017 to 2021 in scopus indexed journals with 196 documents. in the last 5 years, research on state 
administrative Law has only experienced one significant increase, namely in 2020 with 61 article docu-
ments. of course, this analysis and visualization show that international publications on state 
administrative Law research have not yet developed, and there are not many interested parties. then, 
the production of research on state administrative law in various scopus indexed research journals, ter-
ritorially only produced by countries on the american and european continents, and still not found in 
countries on the asian continent. in addition, based on the field of study that has been carried out, it is 
necessary to elaborate and explore a more varied and multi- perspective study of state administrative 
law to enrich literacy and develop studies within the scope of state administrative law.

5.  Conclusion

this study shows that the number of state administrative Law articles published in scopus-indexed jour-
nals is still not large. in other words, not many writers or researchers have researched and discussed it, 
especially in asian countries in the 2017–2021 period. then, the research results also show that every 
writer has a very open opportunity to collaborate with researchers or writers from other countries. in 
addition, the results of this study also provide important insights and contributions regarding the need 

Figure 6. network of State administrative law article from Document Citation Sources. Source. analysis Using VosViewer, 
2021.
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to improve and develop studies within the scope of state administrative law that are more diverse and 
multi-perspective from various continents.

then, the implications of this research are related to the emphasis on aspects of collaboration and 
integration in the research partnership system by state administrative law researchers in universities on 
various continents, especially the asian continent. Furthermore, this research still has limitations because 
it only analyzes state administrative law documents in the scopus database for 2017–2021. therefore, we 
suggest that further research be carried out with a wider scope to emphasize the need for increased 
attention to the field of state administrative law, particularly in asian countries.
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