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ABSTRACT

Nur Anisa.Zakiah. 2022. An Analysis-of Essay Writing Difficulties
Faced By the Third Semester Students in English Language Education
of FKIP Universitas Islam Riau. Thesis Pekanbaru: English Study
Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Universitas
Islam Riau.

Keywords: Students’ Difficulties, Writing, Essay Writing.

Writing is a very complex skill and difficult to master. Difficulties
in writing can be seen in various aspects of writing. There are various
factors that cause difficulties in writing. This study aims to analyze the
kind of writing difficulties faced by the third semester students in
Universitas Islam Riau. We used survey and the population of this
research was the third semester students consisting of 101 students.

This descriptive research employed gualitative techniques was
considered as an appropriate approach as a type of research. The
population of this study was third semester students of English Education
at Universitas Islam Riau, while the sample was selected through
random sampling technigue.that consists ofi 15 students. The data were
collected from made questionnaire’in' the Google form and interview
through Geogle meet.

The result of this research was presented deseriptively in order to
indicate that student difficulties in essay writing. The result of
percentage showed that, the third students at Universitas Islam Riau
faced difficulties “in essay writing. The overall mean of students'
problems in writing in"the third semester students in Universitas Islam
Riau was (4.10) categorized as "high™. Specifically, students problems in
poor organization was (3.78), problem of word choice (4.10),
grammatical error (3.88), spelling problem (3.25), confused on
supporting the ideas (3.63), punctuation problem (3.42), capitalization
(2.80). Moreover, from the interpretation of the mean, and most of the
students agreed that they had dominant problems; word choice and
grammar. Meanwhile, lack of motivation was the most common factors
of students’ writing problems.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Problem

English as an international language is used as.a'means of.communication in many
countries, and.it plays.an important role in many aspects of life, including politics,
commerce, trade, and diplomatic relations: Furthermore, English is strongly intertwined
with advancements in technoelogy, research, economics, and education. Because of the
importance of English, the Indonesian government has.made it the first foreign language
and a core subject In our educational system. In junior and senior high school, English is

taught as one of the key compulsory subjects.

There are four English skills that students have .to master: listening, speaking,
reading, and writing.The researcher focuses on writing ability in this section. Apart from
the other skills, writing is one of-the,language skills\that should be learned. Writing is
regarded as a useful ability that aids students in expressing their thoughts in writing. Abbas
and Herdi (2018) writing places thoughts on paper to communicate, create, and organize.
The better the writing result would" be, the more ideas the authors have. However, to
express, develop, and organize ideas into written form is not easy. Writers must understand
two aspects of writing. Pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing are all part
of the writing process. Secondly, micro and macro writing skills include using word

diction, grammar, fact-checking, and reasoning.

Writing is the process of creating a piece of written language to be read. Writing,
on the other hand, is more than just converting language into symbols. Writing is much
more than the generation of graphic symbols, just as speech is more than producing
sounds; these symbols must be arranged according to some standards to make words and

then combined to produce sentences. Moreover, writing should be included in a second or



foreign language curriculum for a variety of reasons. The fact that writing aids learning is
one of the most important reasons. It allows students to try new things with the language
and expand on what they have learned. For instance, to help students remember new
language elements or consolidate new structures or vocabulary. Furthermore, writing is
important for students becausewit helps their learning and affects students' learning
abilities. Writing encourages students to use critical thinking to. analyze their
understanding of “arguments, vocabulary,, and..writing style. Moreover, students may

convey their thoughts or feelings to the readers through writing.

For non-native students, learning to write is a difficult task. It is critical to have a
large vocabulary, master grammatical structure, and be familiar with text organization to
produce good writing. Therefore, when teaching writing to nen-native students, those three
things should be emphasized. Writing is a continuous process. It means that when you
write something down for the first time, you are already planning what you will say and
how you will say. After you have-finished writing, yoeu go back to what you have written
and make any necessary changes or corrections. As a result, writing is never a one-step

process; it is a process that-has several steps.

Most Indonesian students struggle to write in English as a second language,
especially when writing essays. Many students make mistakes when writing essays to
express their thoughts and opinions. On the one hand, writing essays will help students
improve their grammar, vocabulary and spelling. Students can boost their self-esteem and
develop their writing skills by writing essays. In reality, we do not know how to take the
first statement, which is the fundamental problem in essay writing. Thus it is important to
organize first before we start to write. As a result, the researcher's goal in this study is to

create an environment in which students enjoy writing.

It is necessary to comprehend more than those aspects of writing, especially when

writing an essay since it requires students to create logical ideas systematically. However,



presenting only ideas or arguments without presenting proofs, facts, or examples is
inadequate. It needs a well-thought-out, and coherent argument backed up by credible
evidence. Serving such authoritative proof would support the suggested concept or

argument.

Furthermore, essay writing Is the most effective way for students to practice and
develop their writing skills. The best explanations are that when writing an essay, students
are forced to confidently express their thoughts; ideas,sopinions, and arguments about the
subject they learned in class in writing form. According to Greetham (2013), writing an
essay is a valuable learning experience that should be embraced. If you hide behind the
letter, simply paraphrasing or repeating what you have read without processing and
making those ideas your own, your teacher will not see you, your talents, or your issues,
and you will never know the full extent of your abilities or how much you understand.
Eventually, writing an-essay will assist the lecturer and students in the learning process.
Particularly in writing classes, to see-how well students understand what they are learning
and improve their writing skills. According to preliminary research conducted by the
researcher with some English students at the Islamic University-of Riau, the third-semester

students still have some difficulties in writing an essay.

The first is poor organization. Infarmation should be delivered to readers structured
during the writing process; even tiny writing pieces should follow consistent, predictable
organizational patterns. The most amazing benefit of organizing is that it makes it easier
for the reader to trust what you are saying and understand the intended written messages in

the essay.

The second problem is logical development of ideas; content. The students become
confused when it comes to assigned topic. They are occasionally confused as to how to
write more ideas. Supporting concepts will help you develop any ideas from the title and

make the readers interested in your writing.



The third problem is grammar .Grammar is an important part of not only writing
but also of language as a whole. To write effectively, we must comprehend the structure of
the language, the functions of speech, how words relate to one another, the meaning of

individual words, and the rules of grammar and punctuation.

The fourth problemis mechanies (spelling, punctuation and Capitalization). The
term "mechanics™ in.composition relates to the appearance of words, such as how they are
spelled or placed on paper. According.to writing’conventions, a sentence must start with a
capital letter and end with full-stop punctuation (period, guestion mark, or exclamation
point). These conwventions or mechanics are very important in putting together a good
quality piece of writing because no matter how innovative the learner's thoughts are if they
cannot articulate them.in a clear and precise manner, they will.not be able to write a good
quality piece of writing. The use of capitalization in"writing becomes a challenge for
students. In written English, capitalization is a must. “It shows pauses and sentence
borders, as well as removing ambiguity.”” A well-capitalized piece of writing will make it
easier to read and understand your work, resulting in a more favorable impression on your

readers.

The last problem is voeabulary or precise wvocabulary usage. Choosing the
appropriate words are the most effective technique for learners to explain their ideas in
writing accurately. As a result, the reader will be able to understand what the writer is truly
saying. Therefore, students must expand their vocabulary knowledge to be fluent in

constructing sentences and choosing the suitable vocabulary in writing.

Based on the fact above, the researcher is interested in identifying some of the
students' obstacles in their writing process, especially in essay writing. In concluding a
research study entitled “An Analysis of Essay Writing Difficulties Faced By the Third

Semester Students in English Language Education of FKIP Universitas Islam Riau.”

1.2 Identification of the problem
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Based on the background of the study, students have some difficulties in writing
essays. The students are unable to express themselves in writing in a simple, accurate, and
comprehensible manner. Many problems can be identified related to students in essay

writing. The problem is: (1) Organization; introduction, body, and conclusion, (2) Logical

problem. The researcher focused on analyzing t s faced by the third-
semester students of 3ssay i are the factors of

students’ difficultie

1. What are the difficu i y third-semester English Language
Education students at UIR?

2. What are the factors that influence students’ difficulties in writing essays?
1.5 Objective of the Research
Based on the problem above, the objective of the research is:

1. To analyze the difficulties faced by third-semester English Language Education
students at UIR while writing essays.
2. To recognize the factors of students' writing problems in writing essays.

1.6 Significance of the Research
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The result of this research is expected to contribute:

1. For students

1.7 Definition of Key Terms

Students need to realize their difficulties in writing an essay and provide them with

any information they need to consider in writing. So, it can improve the quality of

e in the third
ersity of Riau in

es and recognize

a : er researchers i e g student writing
by understz reover, figure out

what is cau

To specify the research topic, the researcher delivered some definitions of key

terms related to the research.

1.

Analysis

An analysis is a detailed study or examination of something in order to understand
more about it.

Difficulties

Difficulty is problem, thing or situation that causes problem.

Essay Writing
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Essay writing is a subject that instructs students on how to compose an essay

correctly.

Writing has long been recognized as essential language ability for learners to be
mastered. According to Pasand and Haghi(2013), writing is one of the most critical skills
in studying a foreign language, whose essence has become more evident in recent years. It
entails the development of an idea, the documenting of mental representations of
knowledge, and the observation of subjects. Hidayati (2018) supports that, writing is a type
of communication in which a writer communicates his or her ideas and thoughts to readers

in written form.



Nunan (2003) believes that writing is a component of process and product. The
way writers do it is to imagine, organize, draft, edit, read, and reread. Negari (2011)
supports that, writing is a difficult process requiring various cognitive and meta cognitive

skills, such as brainstorming, planning, outlining, organizing, drafting, and revising.

Meanwhile, Anh (2019) regards that people may express their ideas, emotions, and
opinions in writing, which is essential. Writing is the actual act of committing words or
thoughts to paper..On the other hand,-writing 1S ‘the imental process of generating ideas,
deciding how to convey them, and arranging them into sentences and paragraphs that are

understandable to a reader.

As Yulansari (2019), supported writing and other skills such as speaking, reading,
and listening have becaome the most critical skills for students to learn. It enables students
to express their thoughts, ideas, and epinions in written form. Students may develop their
knowledge by presenting their ideas in writing since they must convey many ideas and
facts. They have to make their ideas‘and thoughts visible and concrete because it also helps
them develop their critical thinking skills. Writing allows us to. communicate our ideas to

others. It means that we can express our thoughts in writing as well as in speaking.

Moreover, Rao (2007) states that writing has long been considered crucial in
teaching and learning English as a Foreign Language (EFL). On the one hand, it helps
students think, allowing them to concentrate and organize their thoughts while also
improving their ability to summarize, analyze, and criticize. On the other hand, it

encourages students to read, think, and reflect on English.

According to Ahmed (2010), writing is described as "a reflective activity that
involves appropriate time to think about a particular topic as well as to analyze and
identify any prior knowledge. Then, the writers need a suitable language to organize their

thoughts into a logical type of writing.
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On the other hand, According to Aditya et al. (2013), writing is retained as a tool
for expressing ideas in daily life, such as industry, innovation, and education. In the
educational sense, writing has been defined as a sign language skill that learners must

master.

Accordin ) Jh's ‘ and non-native
speakers becaus such as content,
organization, pu punctuation and

spelling capitaliz

essay writing.

The majority of students should struggle with writing tasks, especially essay
writing. Students face many writing problems as a result of their inability to use English in
real-life situations. According to Ulugbek and Anora (2020), one of the most complex
forms of writing is the essay. To write an essay in English, you must gather information
about strangers' expressions and thoughts in writing. An essay includes a self-written
subject plan (cluster), the ability to assess events independently. So, writing an essay is

extremely important, particularly for university students, since they must write in English.



Even though writing is a difficult task for students, people cannot ignore that
having good writing skills means effective text communication. In addition, Ariyanti and
Fitriana (2017) explain that a lecturer is an important factor in motivating students to
achieve high levels of success in writing tasks, especially in essay writing. Because “a
good teacher teaches, a_great teacher explains, and the best teacher inspires,” So, the
teachers’ feedbaek and.any motivations of people around can have a great impact on the

students’ interest in writing.

2.1.2 The Purpase of Writing

Harris et al. (2014) state that writing IS not only the act of putting symbols of
language into written form, but it also serves to deliver ideas. When people begin writing,
they do not simply write down all of their thoughts. They need to convey and organize
their thoughts into a readable text with.some meaning: They must consider how to make

their theories easily understandable.

Meanwhile, Alfaki (2015)defines that the general purpose of writing is for people

to openly express their thoughts, emotions and persuade and convince others.

In addition, Abdallah (2015) also says that the writing process should be guided
and informed by a clear purpose in mind. The first type of purpose is referred to as general
purpose. There are four general purposes for writing: to educate, to persuade, to express, or
to entertain. These are always mixed. For example, most expository writing is supposed to
inform, but it also has a convincing secondary component: persuade the reader that it is
accurate and reliable. Certain writing is primarily expressive, allowing the writer to convey
feelings and thoughts, mostly through the recounting of personal experience, but it may
also contain details and factual points. Personal essays, journal writing, diaries, poetry,
prose, and plays are all examples of expressive writing. Furthermore, although some
humorous writing seems to be solely for entertainment, it may also be making a serious

point. On the other hand, the specific purpose of writing can be implied or expressed.
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Usually, in the literature, the purpose is always conveyed through the themes embodied in
the section. However, the purpose is usually expressed directly in expository writing,

either on a topic sentence or thesis.

2.1.3 The Process of Writing

e phase. There are
approximatel ] ate ideas. The
ideas are arrang second o Vrite J e third step. You

polish your ro i ! a : ' it. Oshima and

select a topic and

gather informatio : A ) technique where

outline.

3. Writing

Students use the outline as a guide when writing a rough draft in this step, ignoring
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. While writing, the students would almost certainly
contain several errors. After all, this is perfectly normal and appropriate. It is just a first

draft. You will correct the errors later.

4. Polishing: Revising and Editing
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This procedure is also known as revising and editing. Polishing is most effective
when done in two stages. To begin, address the major issues of content and organization
(revising). Then focus on minor grammatical, punctuation, and mechanics problems

(editing).

Pre-writing: th ' ome S al and then the lecturer

used brainstorm ( ' lecturer also

Drafting: after they were give S 2d them to write down
their key ideas an

paragraph.

Revising: at this point, the stu b 3 ey ideas into paragraphs and

delved deeper into them.

Editing: students were asked to reviey orrect their spelling, punctuation, and

grammar as part of the editing process.

Publishing: they will publish their writing after they have revised it. The lecturer asked
the students to share their writing with their classmates and check it collaboratively with

the lecturer during this process.

2.1.4 Essay Structure

According to Eunson (2014), your essay needs to be structured in a particular way

to maximize its effectiveness. An essay has three basic structures. They are as follows;
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introduction, body or argument, and conclusion. It also supports by Zemach and Rumisek

(2003);

It is the essay's last paragraph. It restates or summarizes the essay's argument and

supporting ideas.

2.1.5 The Types of Essay Writing

According to Abdallah (2015), there are several types of essay writing, they are;

1. Expository Essay
An expository essay aims to illustrate something to the reader by providing

directions or instructions on accomplishing a task or how something is done. You
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are demonstrating your own experience and elaborating with evidence rather than

your own opinion.

. Compare and Contrast Essay

The essay may be a neutral discussion or an attempt to persuade the reader of the

urred, as well as
what hap een two or more
events or ses for anything
happening are e essay examines

what occurs

to persuade the reader of the importa of his or her point of view. The essay may
make a straightforward statement or use irony or sarcasm to convince the reader
subtly. Your strategy is to take a stand on a subject and back it up with facts, not

dive into an unresolved issue.

. Narrative Essay

A narrative essay accomplishes a goal by telling a story, engaging the reader, and
conveying a message. The following are some of the goals of writing narratives: to

build a sense of common history, to entertain, to educate, and to provide insight.

2.1.6 Students’ Writing Problems
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According to Brown (2010: 246) there are seven aspects of writing as follows:
content, organization, vocabulary, syntax; grammar, and mechanics; capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling.

1. Organization such as introduction, body and conclusion.

2. Vocabulary meg 4 ords in explaining their
ideas in their wri ‘\“‘\\““ ..

3. Mech ics , - ns: left and right
margins, all needed.capita ap i ng: very neat.

4. Content me i dress : 2 e ideas_are concrete and

thoroughly develc

5. Syntax arallel structures:
grammar.
According t ts are; vocabulary,

result, students are rarely motivated to vation is crucial in the development of
any skill. Students are learning English as a second language encounter significant writing
challenges, particularly in capitalization, punctuation, language use, tenses, prepositions,

and spelling.

2.1.7 The Factors of Problem in Writing

According Byrne (1988) states that, writing is a difficult activity for most people
since it requires them to use their mother tongue as well as a foreign language. Writing-

related issues are divided into three categories; psychological, linguistic, and cognitive.
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1. Psychological Problems

Writing is a complicated thing since it does not come naturally and must be
learned through constant work and practice.A student must also write a lot in

order to become a good writer. The students will be more motivated to do it if

except in special
it to keep going.
ay attention with

ding how people

can be understood by the reader.

. Cognitive Problems

Writing, on the other hand, is learnt through instruction; we must master the
written form of the language as well as some structures that are less commonly
used in speech. We must also learn how to organize our thoughts so that they
may be understood by a reader who is not present, and possibly by a reader

who is unfamiliar to us.



nery wesy sejisidAu) ueeyeisndiag

iy disay yejepe il udwnyo(]

Adas and Bakir(2013), classifying some of the factors of problems in writing, they
are; the students described the key factors of their English shortcomings as the teaching
method and the environment. Their lack of English proficiency is due to either a lack of

student motivation to the teacher. Learners of English have a small vocabulary. As a result,

R
unable to share ﬂ 2 " back. When the
students read the

incorrect.

WAl

According to Ma i critical to explain some that contribute to
students' issues in

1. Lack Practice

Writing is ¢ N achers and students
will require Js revealed that the
students only p ey also did not have
much time at home .Q ‘ ents found it challenging to

2. Low Motivation
The majority of students appeared to write to complete their assignments rather
than for writing. They did not want to write since they thought it was too difficult.
One of the causes of writing difficulties could be a lack of enthusiasm and
willingness.

3. Time Allocation
Another element contributing to the students' problem is that the writing process
necessitated time to compose the text and revise. As a result, the kids could not

complete it in the classroom because the time limit had expired.



2.2 Relevance Studies

To support.the results of this proposal, the following researcher attach two other

researchers who have examined in advance about this title, namely:

The previous study was conducted by Msanjila (2005)with the title “Problems of
Writing in Kiswahili: A Case Study of Kigurunyembe and Morogoro Secondary Schools
in Tanzania.” This research aims to identify and discuss writing problems in Kiswabhili in
Tanzanian secondary schools. This study focuses on the problems students face in writing
systematically and logically, in which students mix English structures and expressions
with Kiswabhili. Understanding becomes difficult in this case, and the intended meaning is
severely harmed. The results of this analysis show six major writing flaws: capitalization
and punctuation issues, fuzziness or inexplicitness, poor organization or illogical sequence,
spelling issues, and grammatical errors. She discovered 171 errors in capital letter use, 147
errors in punctuation, 72 errors in explicitness/fuzziness sentences, 63 errors in poor
organization/illogical sequence, 31 errors in spelling terms, and 24 errors in grammatical

essay writing from 60 students.

The second research is by Peragita Agdia and Anfauzia Rozani Syafei (2020)
entitled “Kinds of Writing Difficulties in Academic Writing Faced by English Teachers of
SMKN 8 Padang”. Based on the finding data of this research, it found that students have
difficulties in writing academic essays. The difficulties in writing were found in every
aspect of writing include difficulties in the content, organization, language use,
vocabulary, and mechanics. As result, the highest frequency problems happened in
content, which consisted of 20,3. For content, 13,8 for organizations, 17,6 for language

use, 13,6 for vocabulary, and 3,8 for mechanics. It can be concluded that the kind of
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teachers difficulties in writing were in content, organization, language use, vocabulary and

mechanics.

From all of the previous studies, the researcher do a research on college students,

and it is not only focused on students' difficulties in essay writing but also the factors of

v
Organization

Vocabulary

Mechanics;
Spelling

Punctuation

Capitalization Lack of Practice

Content/ldeas

Grammar Teacher Feedback

Figure 1 Conceptual Framework

2.4 Assumption

In this research, the writer assumed that the third semester students of English
Department of UIR have faced some difficulties in Essay Writing. The researcher assumed

the highest problems of students come from in grammar.
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that provide clear direction for procedures in a research study, and they can be contained in

qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches. This research is qualitative. As
stated by Hancock et al. (2009), qualitative research is focused on establishing
explanations for social phenomena. The statement implies that qualitative research
describes, investigates, and researches social phenomena involving interesting individuals
or cases. This study aims to understand the phenomena that occur in society. More
specifically, the researcher will use descriptive qualitative research wherein processing the

data; the researcher needs to describe, provide deep analysis and elaborate the results in
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detail. In this study, the researcher tries to analyze students' writing difficulties in essay

writing.

1.2 Location and Time of Research

The location of this research was conducted in«<the third semester in English

3.3 Participant o

Participant [ r th mes nglish Language
Education of FKIF academic year 2021/2022. The ‘ third-semester students

is 101 students.

representative.

In addition, According Muslih and Sari (2017) the number of respondents is less
than 100, with all samples taken. If that is the subject large or more than 100 people can be

taken 10% - 15% percent or 20% - 25% or more.

Based on the explanation, the researcher used random sampling and chooses 15
students from 3A and 3B class as a participant. The researcher will choose 8 students from

3A, and 7 students from 3B.

3.4 Instruments of the Research
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In this research, the researcher used questionnaires and interviews from the third-

semester students in English Language Education.

a.  Questionnaire. A Google form is used to offer the questioner a set of

questions. The questionnaire was sent to all students of the third semester in English

Language Education. 2sti0 ' : ut how students understand

writing skills

b.

o
©
2
@
o
=
o
w
o}
S
2

on the question

wah b

A )5

random. Further

provided, and it is

3.4.1 Questionnaire
A questio
provides to the participa is a.cle | hich the researcher

will provide the ques

organization, spelling,

Table 3.2. Questionnaire

No Indicator Item Total
1 Poor Organization /| Students' problems in learning | 5
illogical sequences related to writing techniques,

poorly writing organize, outlining,
and making mind mapping in

writing.
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The problem of Word

Choice

Spelling

the ideas

Problems faced by students in
learning that related to using

simple words, being confident in

using simple words, lack of

learning that relate to constructing
the words, define the items, Having

no idea, finding the source.

Punctuation Problems

Problems faced by students in
learning that related to putting the
correct punctuation, using stop
and coma position, using

apostrophes, conjunction.
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7 Capitalization Problems faced by students in|5

learning that are related to using

capitalization in the right way,

V) »

3.4.2 Interview

Interview

causes of student

ALY

based on a guida

semester students

No
1
2 Lack of
Motivation Please give the reason!
3 Inadequate Time What do you think about the schedule

of Essay Writing? Is it appropriate to
produce good writing at the time? Do
you feel any different if there is an
essay writing inthe morning like your

body or physical situation?
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4 Lack of Practice How many times does your lecturer
givethe opportunity to write one topic

or title? Have you practiced your

essay writing at home or cost? How

0
:
)
v

R

S5 30 M h

A

——

<Y

P

35 Data Collection Techniqu

The researcher collected the data by providing questionnaires and interview. For the
first, the researcher asked permission to Head of English Language Education of FKIP
UIR to do the research. Second, the researcher asked for the agreements from 15 students
who will be choose the researcher give questionnaire and interview them. Third, the
researcher made a schedule with the students to conduct the questionnaires and interview.
In this research the research will provide questionnaire in Google form and interview by
using Google meet. Fourth, after collecting the data the researcher analyzed it. The

questionnaire is used to analyze the students’ difficulties in writing by using close-ended
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questions. Therefore, the interview instrument made the type of question open-ended to

explore the statements of students based on their experiences.
3.6 The Data Analysis Technique
The researcher

ired data using two instruments: a questionnaire and an

Strongly Disagree

25

Disagree ( D)

1;\“

Neutral ( N)

Agree (A)

Strongly Agree ( A)

After the students completed the questionnaire, the researcher tabulated each
student's overall score by category. There were 28 questions in total. Every category was
divided into groups by the researcher. After that, calculate the percentage. Determine the
percentage of alternative respondents' answers using the following formula:

PL x 100
Sudijono(2012).
Explanation:

P=the amount of percentage of alternative answers
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F= the frequency of respondents’ alternative answers
N= the amount of research samples

After finding the mean score of the students' responses, the writer interpreted them.

Interpretation of Mean Score;

After gett
the next step, the researcher in e D gl he data with using
the word cloud ( « dclo ! esearcher makes conclusions

from the result of the

CHAPTER IV


https://www.wordclouds.com/
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RESEARCH FINDING

4.1 Data Description

This research was conducted with qualitative research. The objective of this

study was to find out the e iffic ssay Writing at English

Brown’ theories
difficulties that s
six questions tha

other hand, inter

AR AN
g.

\ &)

D
)
D
=
wn
c
g
z
o
(@)
=4
o
=
w
N

Writing.

g' ategory such as 1.00-
1.80= Very Low, 1.82-2.6 0= High, 4.21-5.00= Very

High Habibi et al (2017).



Table4.1TheStudents’DifficultiesinEssayWriting Table

Table Options
SD D N A SA
F | % | F w2 | F| % F % F %
4.1 s 3 20 0 0 9 60 2 13,3
4.2 & ™e6,7 | 8 | 5337 =T 6,7 1 6,7 1 6,7
4.3 0 0 3 20 3 14164/, 8 583 3 20
4.4 ¥ B ANPF333 L1l 67 3 20 2 13,3
4.5 BPTEE .S | 5 3 20 4 26,7
4.6 2THSS |48 20 0 0 4 26,7 6 40
4.7 0 0 1 600y AR BB 5 33,3 7 46,7
4.8 3 20 2 xSy 0 6 40 4 26,7
4.9 0 0 ' S 2 3 10 66,7
410 | 1 | 6,7 3 20 L% b/ 8 53,3 2 13,3
411 | 0O 0 l 6,7 (42} 13,3S 40 6 40
412 | 1 6,7 2 13;3if @ 0 3 20 9 60
413 | "8 3 W 333f AL13.3 W3 20 0 0
414 | 1 [»6,7 5 1333 0 0 6 40 3 20
415 | 0 0 2 S |2 SR 5 40 5 33,3
416 | 2% 88" 7 ndGa I8 20 ] 20 0 0
417 | 2 (133 | 4 /42671 0 0 9 60 0 0
418 | 3 20 S5 8 84 'Y ) 116 L s 0 0
419 | 2 (183 | 3 20 R 5 S 46,7 1 6,7
420 | 5 |'GRIC NESEENESSINE e 3 20 1 6,7
421 | 2 | 133 2 S 1 NG 5 33,3 5 33,3
422 | 2 [ 1334 7 | 46,7 | 1 | 6,7 3 20 2 13,3
423 | 0 0 B 33| 1 | B 4 26,7 5 33,3
424 | 2 | 133 | 3 20 2% ey’ 33,3 3 20
425 | 7 | 46,7 | 5 [7333 el 6,7 2 13,3 0 0
426 | 6 40 8 |[53310 0 1 6,7 0 0
427 | 5 (333 | 7 |467| O 0 2 13,3 1 6,7
428 | 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 60 6 40
Total | 62 | 80 | 114 | 120 | 28 | 20 | 128 | 480 88 240
Mean | 2.2 | 8 41 | 171 | 1 2 46 | 343 | 3.1 | 185

From the table result above, the highest percentage is 34.3% which 4.6
respondents who choose “Agree”. It proves that students have struggle in Essay Writing

and they got difficulties while writing.
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4.2 Data Analysis

Here are the tables of each sub indicator from all the seven indicators

indicator in this discussion. The state 5 of the questionnaire below also told us
that its result is in agreeing category for this issue. For further detail see diagrams
below:

1. Getting difficulties in writing techniques (brainstorming)

Diagram 4.1 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 1
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10.0

2(13.3%)

techniques (bra ] ant respondents’
answer was ) 1!:" 2spondents, the
"Strongly Disagr : del t 67 ants spondents with
percentage percentage, 9

respondents 2 respondents

4 (26.7%)
1(6.7%)
Based on diagram 4.2 it can be seen that the “having poorly writing to

organize sometimes fail to select a topic” statement in general, the dominant

respondents’ answer was in the category of "Disagree”. From the 15 respondents,
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the "Strongly Disagree” category has 4 respondents with percentage 26,7%, 8
respondents with percentage of 53,3% answered "Disagree”, 1 respondent with

percentage of 6,7% answered "Neutral”, 1 respondent with percentage 6,7% with

3 (20%)

has no percentage, 3 respondents with percentage of 20% answered "Disagree”, 1
respondent with percentage of 6,7% answered "Neutral”, 8 respondents with
percentage 53,3% with answered “Agree”, and 3 respondents with percentage of

20% answered "Strongly Agree”.

4. Making mind mapping in writing

Diagram 4.4 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 4
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Diagram 4.5 Questionnai nt Result No. 5

1(6.7%)

2(13.3%)

4 (26.7%)
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Based on diagram 4.5 it can be seen that the “always using the simple
words in writing” statement in general, the dominant respondents’ answer was in

the category of "Disagree”. From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly Disagree”

respondents’ answer was in the ory of "Strongly Agree”. From the 15
respondents, the "Strongly Disagree” category has 2 respondents with percentage
of 13,3%, 3 respondents with percentage of 20% answered "Disagree", category
"Neutral" has no percentage, 4 respondents with percentage 26,7% with answered
“Agree”, and 6 respondents with percentage of 40% answered “Strongly Agree”.

7. Lack of vocabularies makes me get confusing in writing.

Diagram 4.7 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 7
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T (46.7%)

5(33.3%)

6 (40%)

4 (26.7%)

Based on diagram 4.8 it can be seen that the “using new vocabularies
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take long time ” statement in general, the dominant respondents’ answer was in the
category of "Agree". From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly Disagree” with 20%

and got 3 respondents, 2 respondents with percentage of 13,3% answered

grammar. r

9. Frequ

10 (66.7%)

writing is to use correct of atement in general, the dominant
respondents’ answer was in the category of "Strongly Agree". From the 15
respondents, the "Strongly Disagree” has no respondent, 2 respondents with
percentage of 13,3% answered "Disagree”, "Neutral" with 6,7% and has 1
respondent, 2 respondents with percentage 13,3% with answered “Agree”, and 10

respondents with percentage of 66,7% answered "Strongly Agree”.

10. Getting difficulties using passive voice in writing.
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Diagram 4.10 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 10

using pass mnant respondents’

answer was ents, the "Strongly
Disagree” entage of 20%

answered 8 respondents

6 (40%) 6 (40%)

2(13.3%)

Based on diagram 4.11 it can be seen that the “having poor grammar

make my writing not so good” statement in general, the dominant respondents’
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answer was in the category of " Agree" and has the same percentage with “
Strongly Agree”. From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly Disagree” has no

respondent, 1 respondent with percentage of 6,7% answered "Disagree",

9 (60%)

in general, the dominant respondents’ answer was in the category of "Strongly
Agree". From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly Disagree” with 6,7% and has 1
respondent, 2 respondents with percentage of 13,3% answered "Disagree",
"Neutral" has no respondent, 3 respondents with percentage 20% with answered

“Agree”, and 9 respondents with percentage of 60% answered "Strongly Agree”.

In the fourth part of the indicator is the difficulty of students in



nery we[sy sejsIdAiu ) ueeyeisndidg

DI disay yepepe fur udwnyo(

spelling. For further details see the diagrams below;

7 90,

in the category of "Disagree". T sspondents, the "Strongly Disagree”
with 33,3% and has 5 respondents, 5 respondents with percentage of 53,3%
answered "Disagree"”, "Neutral" has 2 respondents with 13,3%, 3 respondents with
percentage 20% with answered “Agree”, and "Strongly Agree” has no
percentage.

14. Getting difficulties in checking spelling of new words.

Diagram 4.14 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 14
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checking sy Ord inant respondents’

answer was In.t ategory of "A , the "Strongly
Disagree” 6,7% ¢ 1 responde ¢ th percentage of
53,3% answered "Di it * 6 respondents with
percentage 40° ans e”, ¢ Agree” has 3 respondents

with 20%.

5(33.3%)

2(13.3%) 2(13.3%)

Based on diagram 4.15 it can be seen that the “review your writing to
check spelling of the words” statement in general, the dominant respondents’

answer was in the category of "Agree". From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly
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Disagree” has no respondent, 2 respondents with percentage of 13,3% answered
"Disagree”, "Neutral" has 2 respondents with 13,3%, 6 respondents with

percentage 40% with answered “Agree”, and "Strongly Agree” has 5 respondents

with 33,3%.

answer was in the category of "Disagree”. From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly
Disagree” has 2 respondents with 13,3%, 7 respondents with percentage of 46,7%
answered "Disagree”, "Neutral" with 20% and has 3 respondents, 3 respondents
with percentage 20% with answered “Agree”, and "Strongly Agree” has no

respondent.

In the fifth part of the indicator is the difficulty of students in
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supporting ideas. For further details see the diagrams below

17. 1 face many problems constructing the words in making supporting
the ideas.

Diagram 4.1

dominant re S f “"Agree”. From the 15
respondents, A0TE 2 s N with 13,3%, 4

respondents 1 e ) 3 Jree”, "Neutral" has no

Diagram 4.18 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 18
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percentage

13,3%, 2

3 (20%)
2(13.3%)
1(6.7%)

Based on diagram 4.19 it can be seen that the “getting confused and
having no idea in supporting sentence” statement in general, the dominant

respondents’ answer was in the category of "Agree". From the 15 respondents, the
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"Strongly Disagree” has 2 respondents with 13,3%, 3 respondents with percentage

of 20% answered "Disagree”, "Neutral" has 2 respondents with 13,3%, 7

respondents with percentage 46,7% with answered “Agree”, and "Strongly

dominant respondents’ answer was in the category of "Disagree” and same with
“Strongly Disagree”. From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly Disagree” has 5
respondents with 33,3%, 5 respondents with percentage of 33,3% answered
"Disagree"”, "Neutral" has 1 respondent with 6,7%, 3 respondents with percentage

20% with answered “Agree”, and "Strongly Agree” has 1 respondent with 6,7%.

In the next part of the indicator is the difficulty of students in



nery wWe[sy sejisIdAm ueeyesndiog

iy disay yejepe il udwnyo(]

punctuation. For further details see the diagrams below
21. Feeling confused to put the correct punctuation

Diagram 4.21 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 21

q

the correct

was in the categ

WARAEN

respondents, e "St espC ith 13,3%, 2

respondents Wi age yered ,ﬂ "Neutral” has 1

ent Result No. 22

7 (46.7%)

1(6.7%)

Based on diagram 4.22 it can be seen that the “getting confused to put
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between full stop and comma” statement in general, the dominant respondents’
answer was in the category of "Disagree”. From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly

Disagree” has 2 respondents with 13,3%, 7 respondents with percentage of 46,7%

5(33.3%)

respondents with percentage of 33,3% answered "Disagree”, "Neutral” has 1
respondents with 6,7%, 4 respondents with percentage 26,7% with answered
“Agree”, and "Strongly Agree” has 5 respondents with 33,3%.

24. Getting confused to put comma or conjunction to continue the next
sentence.

Diagram 4.24 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 24
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nfused to put
comma or general, the

dominant From the 15

Diagram 4.25 Qu

7 (46.7%)

Based on diagram 4.25 it can be seen that the “capitalization is not
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important in writing ” statement in general, the dominant respondents’ answer was

in the category of "Strongly Disagree”. From the 15 respondents, the "Strongly

Disagree” has 7 respondents with 46,7%, 5 respondents with percentage of 33,3%

answered "Disagree”, "Neutral” has no respondent, 1 respondents with percentage
6,7% with answered “Agree”, and "Strongly Agree” has no respondent.
27. Getting confused to put capitalization in the first letter name of city.

Diagram 4.27 Questionnaire’s Statement Result No. 27
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capitaliza
respondents 5 respondents,
pondents with
percentage respondent, 2
respondents and "Strongly

Agree” has 1

Based on diagram 4.28 it can be seen that the “capitalization is needed
in the first letter of person’s name” statement in general, the dominant
respondents’ answer was in the category of "Agree”. From the 15 respondents, the

"Strongly Disagree” has no respondent, "Disagree™ has no respondent, “Neutral"
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has no respondent, 9 respondents with percentage 60% with answered “Agree”,

and "Strongly Agree” has 6 respondents with 40%.

Those were all of the result from the questionnaire which were consist 28

in Essay Writing is 4.10 which interpretation “High”. Then the second highest
percentage is grammar 3.88 which interpretation “High”.

The data above have similar results with the relevant study researched by
Agdia and Syafei (2020). Which in his research entitled "Kinds of writing
difficulties in academic writing faced by English teachers of SMKN 8 Padang”

the finding also showed that the each faces difficulties in vocabulary and
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mechanics. It was proved by the average score of those aspects that were fair to
poor. It also support by this research, that proved the difficulties students in

vocabulary and grammar.

questions

S
3

results of i

of the inter

writing that i know.

FAA I don’t really understand much about the sequence of writing
stages.
AT I don’t really know about the sequence in the writing subject.

JS I don’t really know it.
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LN

To be honest, I don’t understand it and | prefer to write on my

own techniques.

M

don’t have an idea about the sequence of the writing

‘\‘QD

TS LY\

ages. W
" Viguuntt W,

Question: Do you like Essay Writing Subject? Give your reason!

Interviewee

Speech

APS

I don’t like essay writing subject, but i like writing. I do love

in writing but not in subject because it’s too formal and many
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kinds to understand.

MB

I don’t like writing subjects because writing is the most

difficult subjects for me.

r me the way

ents for us, it

makes us force any energy just in one subject.

Ml

I don’t really like writing, because this subject too difficult
and i need to focus on. And | have a little bit motivation
surrounded. | still lack on my grammar, and also lack on

vocabulary.
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MM

Actually I don’t really like essay writing, but sometimes if the
topic that lecturer give to me is something | loved, | definitely

do that much better.

0

k

WYy

2
"l
’.,
o
;.
[/
“.

that has a same major in Thailand, so that’s make me

motivated as well.

Table 3. Inadequate Time

Question: What do you think about the schedule of Essay Writing? Is
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it appropriate to produce good writing at the time? Do you feel any different if

there is essay writing in the morning like your body or physical situation?

Interviewee

APS

0

k

\ N1V

_‘\\\ﬁ\\\'\\\
AT ,

S. How the
teaching so

b

he time isn’t

so the lecturer

information. And ink it’s better to me to have afternoon

schedule.

AT For the time I think is appropriate. And also for me to produce
a good writing at the morning, because my mind will run well
and still fresh to think more.

JS | think the time of essay writing schedule is still less for me.
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And it makes me only learn independently without know the

right and wrong way | do. For me in the morning the best time

to have a schedule like essay writing, because it has impact of

MA

For the time | prefer to learn essay writing in the morning,
because | still have a fresh mind and easy to catch the
knowledge. And 1 think the essay writing schedule have
appropriate time. But | still need more longer time to learn

essay writing
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RPA

In my opinion the time that has given to us not appropriate,
because the time is afternoon that’s make my friends and I feel

sleepy while learning the essay writing.

Interviewee

APS

My lecturer only gives 30 minutes in the class to write one
topics. And the end of the time we discussed that topic
together. | do practice writing at home also, but not in detail.
Such as for grammar and improving my vocabulary. | always

give my time to practice of any skills in writing.
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MB Honestly, I don’t practice my skill in writing at home. Because
I think the time to learn it is enough in the class. So, I will

focus on do the tasks on any subjects.

0

\ N1V

rer given to us

at home before

_“\I\\\\\\‘I\

than enough but it also depends of the person itself. They will
do practice consistently or not to have a good skills in writing.
| always take my time at home to do practically every English
skill, including writing. | do practice every night before go to

sleep.

LN My lecturer gives us one topic a week and it must be
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completed by a predetermined time limit. In writing | only
focus on doing it when I'm in essay writing class. when I'm at

home or at other times, I don't have anything practical to do

have when stud ay writing in class. But, gosh, when |

don't repeat my skills at home either, | don't practice at all.

RPA For me I don’t have enough time to practice at home, also in
the class. But unfortunately, | only do the practice while in the
class.

RE Every learning the lecturer always gives the opportunity to us.
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And 1 also do the practice writing at home because there’s a

lecturer to help. But I don’t do practice at my home. I feel

quite enough to learn writing in the class.

DA In every meeting we usually practice one topic in one paper,
the maximum is around 3-6 sentences. And the lecturer has
given the good feedback while in the class and that’s so
helpful for me.

FAA | learned two or maybe three essays, and we always have a
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time to discuss about the topic. Sometimes | am confused and

the lecturer has explanation to me. The lecturer’s feedback is

helpful for me.

and effect essay. So | think the feedback of my lecturer is
good. When we have a problem in something, the lecturer will

re-explain it slowly.

MA

I don’t really remember the kinds of essay writing itself. But

so far I feel the lecturer’s feedback is very helpful for me as a
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time that we have.

RPA

cloud is a visual representation o

To learn writing there are many things to understand, so it’s

need more time in the class. And for the lecturer’s feedbacks

ANl ha

e or text data that uses a weighted list.

In this study, we employed the size of the typeface in the frequency type denotes

the number of terms in the collection. The frequency type is the most fundamental

in text data mining. There are some online word cloud generators available right

now, such as "Wordclouds.com™ and "jasondavies.com." Word clouds (or tag

clouds) are popular, entertaining ways to visualize text data in a graphical format;

however, we believe they can also be valuable assessment tools.
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It supports by, DePaolo and Wilkinson (2014) state that, Word clouds
can be used to analyze any type of text data, such as essays, short answers, or

written responses to surveys or opinion polls. From the results of the interview, it

was found that lag dents had difficulty
in writin ney are still
lacking in gram roh (2017),
one of the '

writing essays, stude i sssay g cle as discussed. The
majority of partici ted that they dislike essay'y because it is difficult
for them to e Sui ' s, and they are

unsure how t : E ess Then 'were four students

their daily lives. As the result show about the most common appeared in this item

are [don’t], [writing], [like].
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edge in writing
stages. But, la > results of this

interview. > are ten stu ‘ : sequence in the

4.3.3 Lack of Practice

The research revealed that lecturers allow students to compose one

idea or title for one hour. Furthermore, the majority of students do not practice
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their writing at home, despite the fact that doing so will increase their overall
quality. In addition, three students practice at home before going to bed. However,

the majority of students does not practice at home and only study essay writing in

feel sleepy and tired if they attend an essay writing class in the afternoon rather
than the morning. As the result show about the most common appeared in this

item are [time], [appropriate], [writing].
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onded well to the
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4.3.6 The Biggest Factors of Students ‘difficulties in Writing
The data from all student responses revealed that the most common

reason students struggle to write essays is a lack of motivation. Students are

this item a

weaLe

\\\\\\\\

C

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

This chapter was divided into two sections: conclusion and suggestion.
The conclusion of data drawn from the results and discussions of the data gathered

in order to answer the research questions. The recommendation are presented to
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the students, the lecturer, and the future researcher.

5.1 Conclusion

This re S : g from brown
(2010), the se 1 . :' sty L aith : ization, Word
Choice/VVocabulary ar, Spelling, Sup nctuation, and

Capitalizati

highest percentage, which is 4.10%.

It shows this percentage is the highest of the existing student problems.
With this data, it gives another view to the researcher because, at first, the
researcher assumed that it was grammar that would get the highest percentage of

difficulty for students.
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Result of interview showed that, most of students got lack of motivation in
learning Essay Writing. Students are uninterested in learning more about essay

writing. As a result, a lecturer's responsibility in delivering inspiration and

enjoyable lesson

AR
)
¢
9

teachers, st

studies. The

A )

findings of

a.

In this ay perhaps aid
students in th ommon essay writing
difficulties are. heir writing when
they have overco ore, they are aware of
not just the difficulti lence to students' writing
difficulties. As a result, it is g tudents to identify the factors and

determine why something occurred. They can develop and produce better writing
for the next assignment after they understand their difficulty.

b. Suggestion for the Teacher

The teacher can create extra exercises for students to improve their
writing because more writing assignments will help them grow. Hopefully, the

students will get more experience and improve their critical thinking skills by
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exploring more ideas in writing because they will be able to apply what they have
learned in class. Furthermore, the majority of students stated that they lack

motivation to write. As a result, the teacher may make the class enjoyable and

's_writing ability will

SNt 'o,'
BI85,

essay writi vide solutions y students when it

comes to the s
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