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ABSTRACT
TASYA KAMILA FITRI, 2022, Metaphor Used in Politics Articles in the
Jakarta Post OnlineNewspapers. Thesis

Key words:.Metapheor, Palitic Articles, The Jakarta Post

This research was intended to describe metaphor used in politics articles in
the Jakarta Post Online Newspapers: dThe: purpose of this research is to find out
the types'of metaphorsiused in. the politics article? in the Jakarta Post Online
Newspaper. Additionally, in order to make it simpler to understand the implied
meaning in the word or phrase used in the sentence on the political articles, the
researcher categorizes words or phrases in the sentence according to the type of
metaphor.

The researcher uses qualitative research to analyze the data. The
researcher also categorized metaphor into 3 types, they are: ontological
metaphor, orientational metaphor and structural metaphor.. Furthermore, the
researcher clarifies the metaphorical meaning of a word or phrase in the sentence
on the articles politics depending on the types. The reader can better understand
the researcher's point by using metaphorical expression.

The results of this research-show, they are : 5 structural metaphors , 12
orientational metaphors and 14 ontological metaphors . The most of the metaphor
linguistic that found in The Jakarta Post Politics Articles Online Newspapers is
ontological metaphor.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

nas many kinds of
ience. Both
have diff ics are two
linguistic s f’ oken language
and linguis a et al., 2017)

2
ap in fields like
language, o, and ir nt ! g at are uniquely
human has en diffi Vi at_arg dﬂ sentences in the
language itself'ca : atic implications

that are pres

I't'Ittht are-mu
political system tha “\ ‘%

A

ually related. While politics

refers to a range of activities a nation and are focused on the
process of setting objectives and figuring out how to attain them. Politics too can
be a part of state life. Politics news always catches the interest of the audience.
Even in the midst of a pandemic Political aficionados do not want to miss out on
current events. Because of the need to stay at home due to a pandemic, people are

more interested in reading online newspapers. As result, internet newspapers are

increasingly vital in delivering news to people at home.



To make the language more appealing and beautiful, metaphor is known as
poetic language in literary works like poetry and novels, but it may also be found
in non-literary themes and in daily life, such as newspapers. People rely on
newspapers to keep up with..current happenings in their communities and
throughout the world. In this digital era, news and information can also be found
online, through online publicatiens.

Many sentences in today's newspapers use metaphors to help readers
understand what they're saying. Analogies are widely used in speeches by
politicians, those In positions of authority, and prospective leaders of the country.
According to (Gnanaseelan, 2015) metaphorical elements have infiltrated political
discourse. In political speech, Metaphor is used to shape ideology and influence
public opinion (Chatti, 2019). The public's role as political observes is complicated
by the use of metaphorical linguistic elements in political speech.

Adopting metaphorical language features has its own set of problems. The
drawback to utilizing metaphorical language Is that it is.indirect., This means that
readers must carefully examine these metaphorical elements to determine their
intended meaning and metaphor._in political communication are notorious for
causing a variety of interpretations that are frequently misunderstood.
Furthermore, this misconception causes resentment and enmity among the public
as political spectators, speakers, and speech partners.

The researcher is interested in analyzing metaphor in the newspaper
because it is required to seek up the meaning of numerous words in the political

articles because they are vague or difficult to understand. Depending on the
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language style utilized, several terms in the political articles are understood very
differently by various readers. What is the significance of metaphor? Because the

majority of the language used is metaphorical, and the Jakarta Post is an

outlet, 3 S5 the ical methoo on. To work
for the Ja f the English
language. E journalist who
came from e | : 2| of \s a result, it's
fascinating s on political
publicatio vital part in the

destiny of

0
\ LI Y

1.2 Identification of the Resea
Based on the background of the research above, the issue is mainly about

the meaning and types of metaphor that can be found in political online

newspapers, so the readers may recognize and understanding the meaning in the

Jakarta Post online newspaper.
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1.3 Focus of the Research

Based on the identification of the research, this research focuses on the

types of metaphors and implicit meaning that contain in articles from the online

. To find out what is the meaning of Metaphor of Politics in the Jakarta Post

online newspaper.

1.6 Assumption of the Research
Based on the research question above, the researcher assumes that are

many kinds of Metaphor found in the Jakarta post newspapers.
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1.7 Significances of the Research
There are some benefits that the researcher can obtain from this research.

There are two kinds of the significance of the research, theoretically and

practically.

word. It i X pe Pt al hicl sses about the
process, k aning ay erstanding the

metaphor o

about the cre 9 . d this reses an give the information

1.8 Definition of Key Term
To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretations in this research, the

following definitions of the terms must be explained:

1.8.1 Metaphor
In both literary works and ordinary life, metaphor is the most ubiquitous

figure of speech. Metaphor serves a variety of purposes, from flattery to
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denigration, from an idea's big nation to a minor beauty, from elaborating on a

point with an example to provoking the audience's thought with a question, and

from stirring up debate and feelings to merely sharing similarities.

of mutually

of national

so on. The researcher is interested ooking into The Jakarta Post newspaper
because it constantly updates news, both domestic and foreign, on a daily basis.
The researcher concentrates on political materials since everyone needs

information, and politics is playing an increasingly important role in society.
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1.9 Grand Theories
The researcher uses some experts theories related to semantics and

metaphor. But for the main theories of explaining about metaphor , the researcher

AN

1.10.1 Rese
The this study. In
general, qua and the subjective.

focuses on the
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meaningful distinction ) it (Aspers & Corte, 2019).

Qa‘\\‘f

This formulation was created d in the improvement of research
designs, while also emphasizing that quantitative work has a qualitative
component.
1.10.2 Method of Research

The method used by the researcher is Qualitative method. Understanding,

interpretation, getting near, and making distinctions are all part of qualitative

research (Aspers & Corte, 2019). The data in this research is The Jakarta Post
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online newspaper, which explains the metaphorical language on articles about
politics on The Jakarta Post online Newspaper, with the goal of exploring the

meaning and kinds of metaphor.

1.10.5 Data Collection Technique

The researcher will gather information for this study by visiting the website

www.thejakartapost.com. To acquire data, the author use documentation

techniques. In order to advance the research, documentation is a technique for
acquiring information from a source. "Dokumentasi bisa berbentuk tulisan, gambar

atau karya-karya monumentel dari seseorang," according to Sugiyono (2015). The


http://www.thejakartapost.com/
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information can be in the form of photographs or written documents. As a result,
data can be obtained from online newspapers. The following steps are used to

collect data for this research:
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1.10.6 Data Analysis Technique
The researcher uses the descriptive analysis technique in this research. In

literary criticism, Descriptive analysis is a valuable research tool (Susanna et al.,

2017). Descriptive and analysis. This

““““ .ba ave a better

political articles ef i erm. After that, the
researcher arta ine newspaper describes the delivery meaning

included in

10
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CHAPTER Il

REVIEW TO THE RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 Relevance Theory

of their words are not the same. Semantics, to put it simply, deals with the
apparent meaning of what is spoken.

The researcher recognizes that a word's meaning is entirely dependent on
its context. In this case, the word's meaning is determined by its contextual
relationships. As a result, a distinction was created between participation and ways

of participation. Any portion of a phrase with a meaning that overlaps with the

11
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meanings of other elements must be differentiated in order to create this
difference. Meaning can be defined as ideas or concepts that can be conveyed from

the speaker's mind to the listener's mind by encapsulating them in the form of one

» g

“g. between things
A v

implicit meaning. Because it ha eal meaning the reader can quickly
understand the explicit meaning. However, because implicit meaning is distinct
from lexical words or the genuine meaning, it might be challenging to understand.
For most people, a metaphor is an artistic creation and a rhetorical flourish, a

subject of noteworthy language as opposed to everyday speech (Isfandiyar Gizi,

2018). We must learn about figurative language in order to understand the hidden

12
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meaning of words, phrases, and sentences. Metaphor is one type of figurative

language that has hidden meaning.

The evaluative position and entailments of the conceptual metaphors

starling, and from invoking connections and emotions to merely being a likeness.
According to (Zabavnova & Zamaletdinov, 2017) Metaphor is no longer a lyrical
or eloguent tactic, as it once was, but rather a tool for describing one idea in terms
of another, which is related with increased brain activity and communicational
involvement. For instance, "America is a melting pot" refers to a country where

people of diverse backgrounds, cultures, and lifestyles coexist. The term "melting

13
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pot" literally refers to a vessel used to melt and combine metals and other
materials.

Metaphor is a type of language innovation in which people can say

stating t S ‘ is a language strategy
that is f M‘E“ .ea . ords with

\&N%p‘gwmstmm of a ANing process
e

e inferred that

223T f Metapha ‘
ype of Metap ““‘

In their book Metapha By (1980), Metaphors can be
categorized into three categories: structural, orientational, and ontological,
according to George Lakoff and Mark Johnson. Three different metaphorical

structures can be described:

14
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2.1.3.1 Structural Metaphor
Structured connections between aspects of human experience are the basis

of structural metaphor. Through the use of a more comprehensible term, the

icated and abstract

which arguments are made. Each domain's conceptual framework is similar in
dissimilarity. For the target domain notion, the source domain supplies a relatively
deep knowledge structure; A rather deep knowledge structure is provided for the
target domain notion by the source domain, and this comprehension is attained
through conceptual mappings between elements A and B. Lakoff suggested that

War and conflict are two areas with a lot in common. In both, there are

15
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opportunities to win and lose, consider the other party as an enemy, argue against
them while defending our own position, use plans and strategies, etc.

Lakoff and Johnson define structural metaphors as instances in which idea

2018) A J ap amew which one
complicated ne ally a - franother, usually
more strai
metaphor. neta ‘j ‘- rget domain a
comprehen

speakers to

and in-out. Because of the nature of our bodies and how they interact with their

physical environment, we have certain spatial orientations;

e Happy is up; Sad is down
I'm feeling up. That boosted my spirits. My spirits rose. You're in high
spirits. Thinking about her always gives me a lift. I'm feeling down. I'm depressed.

He's really low these days. | fell into a depression. My spirits sank.

16
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Physical basis: Erect posture is associated with a happy mental state, while

drooping posture is associated with melancholy and depression.

's in top shape.

As to his he 3 s e ast. He came down

e down. You are

o id

example and its applic conceptual structure than

Qu_\\\‘

ontological metaphors is prov ational metaphors for the target
concepts. Instead, their role in our conceptual framework is to logically connect a
set of target concepts. This conceptual metaphor could be justified in a variety of
ways (Vu, 2015). The brain, which is found in the human body's head, is where
wisdom is found. Human emotions are frequently regarded to originate in the

abdomen or chest in diverse cultures. "Reasonal is up; emotional is down," since

the heads are clearly above the abdomen or chest.

17
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2.1.3.4 Ontological Metaphor

When discussing abstract attributes, ontological metaphor is used to

represent them as objects or entities (abstract). Ontological metaphors describe

something concrete, such as a thing, material, container, or a person, this type of
metaphor is known as an ontological metaphor. Our interactions with actual
objects, particularly our own bodies, serve as the foundation for an incredibly wide
variety of ontological metaphors, which are ways of viewing events, activities,

emotions, ideas, etc., as entities and substances. This is similar to how the

18
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fundamental experiences of human spatial orientations give rise to orientational
metaphors.

There are examples of ontological metaphors: “THE MIND IS ENTITY”,

We* ve be > roble d running out of
steam.
2.2 Releva
There relevant to this
research. The f : is_by He anti [ at the State Islamic

or Used in Sport

focuses on the sort

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson (1992) and John Searle (2014). The writer's
task of determining the metaphor is made easier by these notions. It's qualitative
study that employs the descriptive method. The writer discovered structural
metaphor 7 (32 percent), orientational metaphor 5 (23 percent), and ontological

metaphor 10 in sports stories in The Jakarta Post online newspaper as a

consequence of this investigation (45 percent). As a result, the writer discovered

19



that Ontological metaphor is the most commonly utilized metaphor. Finally, the
writer was aware that the forceful 15, directive 13, and expressive 9 metaphor
functions used in those publications were based on pragmantic functions.
Journalists employ metaphor..for expressing; telling, describing, demanding,
praising, thanking, and greeting, according to this study (Jumantir, 2019).

Second, Fadilah Mahmudah, ‘a_student ,at the State Islamic University of
Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta, wrote a thesis titled “An Analysis of Metaphor in The
Jakarta Post Business Articles on May 5, 2014 Edition”. The study relied on
George Lakoff and Johnson's theories. In business articles that appeared in The
Jakarta Post on May 5, 2014, the metaphor was discussed. The study's objective
was to determine the various metaphorical devices employed in-business articles in
The Jakarta Post Newspaper as well as the importance of each sort of metaphor.
The researcher conducted qualitative research to study it and-divided it into three
kind of metaphors. Ontological metaphor, orientational metaphor, and structural
metaphor are the three types. The researcher discovered 8 orientational metaphors,
14 ontological metaphors, and 7 structural metaphors as a result of the study. After
then, the majority of the 24 Paudah, 'A.2017. An analysis of Metaphorin Edgar
Allan Poe”s Poems 25 Hakim, A.L2009. A Semantic Analysis Ontological
metaphor is one of the 17 metaphor linguistics that appeared in The Jakarta Post
business stories on May 5, 2014. (MAHMUDAMH, 2015)

The last, Angela Merici Ahut " Pemakaian gaya bahasa metafora dalam
novel karya Tere Liye:kajian semantic,” was published in 2020. The researcher

wishes to describe the metaphorical language style and its role in Tere Liye novel,

20
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which concentrates on metaphorical language style. The researcher employed the

Lakoffian metaphor theory in this study, which is a qualitative descriptive study

based on data from the novel Tere Liye. Reading, taking notes, and inventing are

about polit
metaphor. The er want ta 1 aphors are used in
politics arti j ‘employ mef ' S"stories, and which

metaphor ae use rhe researcher wi ) escriptive qualitative

21
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CHAPTER I

DATA ANALYSIS

3.1 Data Description

The data in this rese netar itics.@ \ e Jakarta post online
: "Lﬂ‘l‘v\\ ’& ‘ akarta Post.

ot “y sentences of

political a ‘
researcher ' Post ol C s the di ivery meaning

included in

24
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3.2.1 Structural Metaphor

Structural metaphor is when a concept is metaphorically structured for another

concept, there are the analysis sample:

iS a portion or
o-things in different
something. In

from Jakartato

In this sentence above, it ca > word matter is regarded as a thing
close to that issues and the meaning of word lightly is without complaining.
So the phrase not take the matter lightly is to regard Russian invasion of

Ukraine with a great amount of seriousness.

25
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3) It is unclear whether the radical move is working as intended. Several

local media outlets have reported recent drops in cooking oil prices, but

others claim the price of the commodity is as high as ever.

till ongoing, as
ade have gone

n is different and

a social theory that holds a particular political system as a fair system and that

social change should take place within the social institutions provided by it.

5) "The Indonesian presidency will fight to strengthen the world's health
resilience architecture, which will be run by a global agency,” he said in a

speech to the World Economic Forum's online meeting.

26
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This sentence shows a case of metaphor by the noun fight. Officially, this
word is associated with the phrase “war”, although it is also used in politics.

Politics is War is the Metaphor expression. They are two distinct things from

otect the resilience of

’s growth

agenda. In the sentence above, It is clear that relocating the new capital will

cost a lot of money.

2) Early construction of Indonesia's planned new capital Nusantara is now
underway, President Jokowi Widodo announced during a visit on
Wednesday, signalling some progress in a $32 billion project that many

experts have doubted would materialise.

27
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In the sentence above, it can be seen the orientational metaphor is the word
progress. Because the word progress in literary has a meaning of move

forward, while the politic dictionary progress is political movement that seeks

3) After a ear_hiatus e Cl Asia’s premier

hosted by the

premier security summit marked its return on June 10 to 12 After a two-year

hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

4) Noting that both issues were crucial, Jokowi warned his staff to not take
the matter lightly and to prepare for Russian President Vladimir Putin’s

invasion of Ukraine to be drawn out. He said he expected a worldwide

28
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recession partly in response to the United States’ increasingly tight

monetary policy.

The word in this instance is tight which is in arientational metaphor. Tight

6) Ina drastic step that reverb around the world, the President decided
to ban palm oil exports effective from April 28 to replenish domestic

supply and bring down soaring prices.

In this case, the word drastic in literary meaning is something radical or
extreme. The meaning that is shows something Down. In the sentence above,

The President's decision is described as drastic. So, the orientational metaphor
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expression for word drastic in the sentence above is Down because extreme

fluctuations in the prices of staple goods.

7) President decided to ban palm oil exports. effective from April 28 to

In this case, the word drops ustrates the state of prices. Drops in
literary meaning is something fall. So, drops means the price continue to
Down. In this instance, an orientational metaphor that may symbolize of
drops is Low is Down. In the sentence above, it can be seen that decline in

cooking oil prices in several media.
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9) Bhima Yudhistira, executive director at the Center for Economics and Law

Studies (Celios), has called Jokowi’s cooking oil policies ‘short-sighted”.

In this case, the phrase “short-sighted” commonly means Down. In the

e place in the

the Center for

sident’s approval

seen seen that the price of cooking oil developing to bad condition.

11) It has struggled to procure enough vaccines for its large population, with

just 45 percent of its 270 million people currently fully vaccinated.

In this case, Large is a designation of a country's status. Large in the literary

sense of being greater in quantity or size. So, large population the country
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continues to “Up”. In this instance, an orientational metaphor which may

represent of large is “up”. In the previous sentence it can be seen that

countries should obtain sufficient vaccines to improve the conditions, not just
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3.2.3 Ontological Metaphor
Ontological metaphor there are abstract things such as feelings. There are

the analysis sample:

phrase

is used : IS pharical expression

Asia-Pacific countries, wit donesia remaining steadfast in the

ASEAN Outloo k on the Indo-Pacific as a regional security framework.

In this instance, the phrase “steadfast” is an idea or nonphysical object, and
politics uses it. The metaphorical expression is “steadfast is an Entity”.
Steadfast a meaning that is fixed in place, but is chiefly used figuratively to

indicate undeviating constancy or resolution. This is an ontological metaphor,
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then. In the previous phrase, it can be seen that Indonesia is stable and its
progress is not declining in the regional security framework according to

ASEAN.

China-Taiwan
[ing has a special
)unting means is
ns as mental or

5 is used for the

between China-Taiwan creates avorable condition.

4) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida delivered the keynote speech to
open the security summit on Friday. With concerns mounting over China-
Taiwan tensions, he issued a stark warning: “Ukraine today may be East

Asia tomorrow”.
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In this case, the phrase “Ukraine today may be East Asia tomorrow” is the
politics term. The idea that "Ukraine today might be East Asia tomorrow"

cannot be found in people. Previously, it is known that politic terms is not real

in state security without following the rules in a country. i In that case, this is
an ontological metaphor. As mentioned earlier is to determine the causes of the
Tramples category because we will see that Tramples is a form of violence in

the nation’s peace.
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6) Amid the global economic turmoil caused by the Russian invasion of

Ukraine, President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo has called for weekly limited

Cabinet meetings to address energy issues and food security.

7) Th

have

an ontological metapho
ambiguous, but has meaning and is used in politics. In the sentence above, it
can be seen that Jokowi will increase state control over commodity and basic

good prices.

8) In a drastic step that reverberated around the world, the President

decided to ban palm oil exports effective from April 28 to replenish

domestic supply and bring down soaring prices.
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In this case, the reverberated is unclear word, reverberated is the sound of
reflected sound is heard after the original sound is spoken. So, this is an

ontological metaphor, because “reverberated is an Entity”. A word with no

In the sente e, it can " seen the ) e world health. In
literary ence. A human
body's cond i 3 alth. tance, World is

described - - ical expression is

control must be a part of the reso rategy and the action plan.

10) Wiro Nongganop says he commands a battalion of West Papua
independence fighters, but he has no guns, only bows and arrows, and lives

in exile in a bark hut, sometimes surviving on potato leaves.

In this case, the phrase surviving on potato leaves is the politic term.

Surviving on potato leaves is a quality that people have that can be identified.
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Previously, it is known that politic term is not real thing yet entity. So, this is
kinds of ontological metaphor, surviving on potato leaves is an ambiguous

phrase that is used in politics but yet has meaning. In the sentence above, it can

12) In April, they Killed

escalating tensions.

In this case, The concept of dramatically is nonphysical, and it is used in
politics. . The metaphorical expression is dramatically is Entity. Dramatically
has meaning refers to an impactful or theatrical action, such as acting. In
literary meaning, when someone acts in play or other public performance, they

are acting dramatically. So this is an ontological metaphor. In the previous
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sentence, it can be seen as a result of the severe reaction and tensions that will

result, this is setting the intention to kill the head of Indonesian intelligence in

Papua.

poor is lacking material possessia 50, this is kinds of ontological metaphor.
The land is poor is a phrase that is currently meaningless. It is regarded as the
real thing and frequently utilized in political term. In the previous sentence, it

can be seen that difficult for plants to grow well because the soil is not fertile.
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

4.1 Conclusion

publications, can understand the entire piece.
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4.2 Suggestion
Metaphor is one of the figurative languages having implicit meaning. The

researcher advises the reader to read every news article. As a result, A word or

study on the us hor ir i - : works can be
conducted

linguistic
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