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ABSTRACT

Puja Aulia, 2022, An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties of Seventh Grade
Students In Learning English Subject at SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir.

Key Words : Difficulties in.English Subject, The Factor Learning Difficulties

This-research tell about the Difficulties of Seventh Grade Students in
English Subject At SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir.This study aims to determine : (1) The
Types of learning Difficulties in English Subject in Class VIl SMPN 2 Tapung
Hilir, (2) The Factors that cause students™ learning Difficulties in English Subject
in Class VIl SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir.

This research is included in Phenomenological Research using Descriptive
Qualitative Research.The subjects of this study is students of class VII E.The data
collecting methods were interview,and documentation.While the data analysis
uses data reduction,data display,and data conclusion.

The Result of the study show that (1) The Types of learning Difficulties in
English Subjectin Class VII SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir.(2) The Factors that cause
students’ learning Difficulties in English Subject in-Class VII SMPN 2 Tapung
Hilir.The students in class VII E have difficulties such as,Learning Disolder which
is characterized by lack of confident. Learning Disability which is characterized
by low learning concentration,poor attitudes and behavior and lack of study time.
Learning Disfuction which is characterized by impaired vision,low intellegence
and memory and Under Achiever which Is characterized by low interest,low
motivation to learn.Slow Learner is a term for, children who find it difficult to
learn something.The difficulties causes from' the factors,namely internal factor
and external factor. Internal factors that affect student learning difficulties such
as low interest in learning caused by learning that is difficult to understand by
students and lack of mativation to learn caused by high-interest in playing rather
than learning and impaired vision resulting in students not being able to see
clearly the material given by the teacher.External factors are the low interest in
student learning concentration caused by friends who invite them to play during
the learning process.

viii
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

eds to be taught in

institutions. In

advances, Indonesia as one of the cou in the world realizes the importance of
mastering English, so that teaching English has long been applied in education in
Indonesia, starting from early childhood education.

In early childhood, before the child reaches the age of 12-13 years,
language learning is easier to grasp. So the presence of English in elementary
schools makes it easier for students to continue at the secondary level because it is

considered to have many benefits in learning English. This means that English is

1
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very important for the future of students. However, many schools do not include
English in their subjects.

The absence of English subjects in elementary schools causes many

, students can

impact on the

)m the learning
process tha eld  experience,
especially a

that learning

\,‘-@\ﬁ\\
z

yet. Such as ' k of vocabulary,
difficulty in tran ﬂe age. For easy things
like listening and rea culty, they only know a

teachers who use conventional methods in teaching English. Even though students
still need a lot of explanation from the teacher. This is the impact of the
invalidation English subjects in elementary schools carried out by the

government.
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The Indonesian government did not explain the reasons why English was

omitted from the elementary school curriculum, even though learning English is

new curri n (K icia onger required to be
taught in eleme - e goals for learning

English in

or high schools,

communication

many difficulties in learning English. According to Indah Sari & Hum, (2019)
explains that learning difficulties are a condition where students cannot learn
properly, due to the threat of learning disorders experienced by students and can
lead to despair. Therefore,learning becomes neither effective nor efficient.\VVarious

kinds of disturbances and threats experienced by students certainly have a causal

factor in learning.
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There are two factors that cause learning difficulties, namely internal
factors and external factors. Internal factors come from within the students

themselves, namely physiological factors and psychological factors. What is

meant by physiolg while psychological

‘

factors i

students,

\%“!

(D

school, an
Bas 5 in the field of

English stu formation was

nanlt

obtained t have not been
students have

entences, text in

TAPUNG HILIR ”
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1.2 Identification Of The Problem

Based on the background of the problem, the researcher found that there

were several learnir ie er as external and internal

findi as face . The | i

on finding face e learning
difficulties
to achieve a

14

1) es Of ¢ 0 0 Subjuct in class VII

2) au earnir iculties in English Subject in

class VII SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir”
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15 Objective Of The Problem
Based on the formulation of the problem above, this research aims to:

1) ibe Y de arnin in English Subject in

2) English
1.6
1.
PN 2 Tapung
Hilir can find-a f lea . ficulties ced by students in
English Su : 6 5 overcome learning
difficulties
2. ForS
they face and are
able to overcome t the quality of learning

3. For Researchers
It is intended to fulfill one of the requirements for obtaining a Bachelor's
degree and to provide information and experiences for researchers about the real

difficulties.
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1.7 Definition Of Key Terms
To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation in this research, it is

necessary to explain the definitions of the terms described as follows:

situation.
According to 3) .analysi e of a subject
of its varic relationships

between pa

ability.



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

of changing

e changes that
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personality where the change i orm of an increase in the quality of

behavior that occurs consciously Ahdar,(2019).
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2.1.2  Learning Difficulties
According to H. Muhammad, (2016) difficulty its means that difficulty in

achieving goals. Meanwhile, learning difficulties are a condition where students

cannot learn u eats, ob ity to obtain learning

‘!! 'MQ\\‘ .@#. ernal factors
Z

1. i : 03 ) the els that are heavy

guarantee success in learning because learning difficulties are a condition where
students cannot learn properly due to disturbances, threats that are not always

caused by intelligence factors but are also caused by non-intelligent factors.
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2.1.3 Types of Learning Difficulties
According to Mulyono, (2018) there are several types of student learning

difficulties which can be clarified as follows:

1 ne 3 g Dissabiliti is generally not

Meanwhile ’ veral kinds of
learning di
1.

Students have
learning diffi s, while students
only have an i
2.

Ly
<F

<
0 learn due to students' emotional
.'
3. Learning Dysfunctional

Learning difficulties due to not being able to master all subjects caused by
brain nervous disorders.
4.  Slow Learner

Learning difficulties are marked by the slowness of students understanding

learning such as being slow to do assignments.

10
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5. Under Uchiver
Learning difficulties are caused by various factors, namely being less

motivated or not liking the subject but having normal intelligence.

convey info S ) portant function of

English in life, efi pport les : ' oth formal and non-

Learning English is also more emphasis on theory than practice.

11
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According to Ita, (2012) learning difficulties occur because students do not

have the opportunity to learn English such as:

1.  Difficulty reading Sentences and VVocabulary

ences they read are

tences. To

g’ standing the
2

intent or
2.

t material that
can be expr g e ‘ : at is contained
in the mater

ties in learning
English in ju
1.

2. Relationship With Friends No
Relationship with friends is a motivation for learning in the classroom, so
this is very important. Because they can exchange ideas to solve problems,
such as assignment at school or discuss learning difficulties, study together

to face school exams or motivate each other in terms of studying.

12
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The Low Concentration of Student Learning
In the Learning Process Concentration of learning becomes important during

the learning process,but many students do not concentrate due to several

Low Level of Intelligence

Low intelligence levels can be from heredity or an unhealthy lifestyle such
as to much sleep, lack of exercise which can reduce health mental and stress.
Low Memory

This often not realized but can be felt. Unstable mental conditions are prone

to triggering a decline in students’ memory which may be caused by

13
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excessive stress and fear.
9.  The Low Competence of Teachers in Explaining the Material

The teacher does not understand the material being taught and is not yet

10. .
‘ﬁ ods, so that
11.
0 not transmit
12.
cilities, such as
13.
late with the taught,
use what is the teacher
14. Low Interest in Learning

Low interest in learning causes difficulties in learning English, students
prioritize their mother tongue over English and think English is not
important.

15. Lack of Motivation to Study

Self-motivation to continue learning is very important,but some students do

14
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214

not care about it. For example, students spend their time sleeping during
class, students ignore the explanations given by the teacher.

16. Lack of Learning Readiness

a “
%‘

<>
355E(
A
C '
»
themselves, ' iolog cholagical factors. External
factors co C e the ' ¢ factors and social
factors such
actors of learning

difficulties are div " S s factors (factors

Internal factors are psychophysical disorders of students or disturbances
from within students, namely: Cognitive (the realm of creativity), namely the low
level of intelligence/intellectual. What is effective (the realm of taste) is the still
unstable emotions and attitudes. Those that are psychomotor (intentional realm)

are disturbances of the senses of hearing and sight.

15
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b. External factors

ations and.en onditions that do not

‘!hg%“‘ .’g 2, namely the

1. Family factor, the family becomes a child's first teacher. The family is the
determinant of the success or failure of the future of their children, it can be seen
from how parents educate their children, the relationship that is less harmonious
between parents and children, and how the family atmosphere is busy, always
tense which allows children not to get comfortable, the economy in the family can

also cause student learning difficulties.

16
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2. School factors, schools can also affect student learning difficulties, among
others, such as first, unqualified teachers, rude teacher attitudes towards students,

demands for grades from a teacher above students' abilities and teaching methods

3.

a.

is the first and foremost educational environment, because it is in this family that
children first receive education and guidance.

In the family the role of parents should be as the first person in laying the
foundations of education for their children. Parents can play the following roles:
1)  Asa Advisor

2)  Provide children's learning facilities

17
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3)  Giving motivation to learn from parents to children

b. Attitude of schools and teachers

As parents of students in schools, teachers can also provide encouragement

technique. The result of this research Is that students' learning difficulties are seen
from the aspects of reading, listening, structure, and writing. Then the causative

factor is wrong study habits.

18
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Riyati (2020) with the title The Level of Difficulty in Learning English in

Class XI Students of SMA Xaverius Jambi for the 2019/2020 academic year. The

glish Learning
Difficulties Medya Miranti
Training 1Al

the process of

A and VIII B. The data collection methods were interview, observation, and
Documentation. While the data analysis uses data reduction, data display and data
verification.

2.3 Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework in this research is student learning difficulties

which is the main framework. Learning difficulties in English subjects can be seen

19
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from the results of the student learning evaluation results that are not good. There
are several types of student difficulties that can be seen from students' academics,

and when the learning process takes place. Then students' difficulties are also

ernal factors in the

}’- )
k*‘ #
-

|

(" )

(1. Physiology 1. Family
2.Psychology 2.School
3.Intelligrnce 3.Environment

\_ o ), \ )

20
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24  Assumption

The researcher assumed that some students have difficulties in Learning

English Subject,be ) e to several facto internal and external
-«

)
v
l/' r

V=

21
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CHAPTER I

RESEARCH METHOD

According to
e data, such as

is intended to
arious existing methods with

ve qualitative is
background to

d
v
i
&
-
o

ct of research.

Tapung Hilir will be collected and separated into two, namely primary data and
secondary data.

The sources of data from this research are as follows:

Primary data
The data taken from SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir, the first is a interviews with

class VII E students consisting of 29 students including 10 female students and 19

22
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male students.
2. Secondary data

The secondary data used to support the research includes documentation

2 Tapung

Kijang Jaya,

(object or semething D] a, (2014). The
population i

the academic

No
1 VII A 32
2 VII B 30
3 VIIC 32
4 VIID 32
5) VII E 29
TOTAL 155

23
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The sample is part of the population that has certain characteristics or

conditions that will be studied by Riduwan, (2011) The sampling technique used

in this study useg e sampling is a data

LSS
?ﬂ sisted of 29
&

his case, the

ng directly with
this study, the type
determined set of

. In addition, the

of exploring the factors that caused students to have learning difficulties.

24



nery wesy sejisidAu) ueeyeisndiag
DI disay yepepe fur udwnyo(

Table of indicators of learning difficulties in English :

Variable

NARRNNNNYY)

\ 2

Learning
Difficulties

Sub Variable

Indicator

T
e

|

25

Interview

Guidness

11| J
. ning

1.Apakah anda

berkonsentrasi
dengan baik
dalam proses
pembelajaran
bahasa inggris ?

4.Bad Attitude and
Behavior

4.Apakah anda
menyukali
pembelajar

an

bahasa inggris ?
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¥y “‘

Learning
Difficulties

_

A\ )
=k

\\\\\\\“l
il S

5.Bagaimana
perilaku anda
dalam proses
pembelajaran

bahasa inggris

9.Apakah anda
memiliki

daya ingat
yang

rendah ?

26
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Learning
Difficulties

et

‘\\\\\\\\

_

9.Low Teacher

Competence

10.Apakah guru
anda cakap
dalam

pembelajaran

bahasa inggris ?

disediakan oleh

Under Achiever

sekolah ?
14.Bagaiman
a cara guru
Given is Not memberik
Appropriate an tugas ?
14.Low Interest in |[15.Apakah
Laerning anda
memiliki

minat belajar

bahasa

inggris yang

27
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rendah ?

16.Apakah anda

related to information, such as quotes, pictures, and other reference materials that
can be in the form of writing, pictures or photos, and so on. The documentation
taken by the researcher is documentation of student learning and activities during

learning, documentation of school or class conditions, and others.

28
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3.3 Data Collection Techniques
Data collection techniques are the most important step in research, because

the main purpose of research is to obtain data. The techniques used are interviews

and documentatior a, the researcher used

1. i > resea ame mission. fr > principal and

2. Seco S :' )i Jue s~ according to the

indicators p

3. Third, S€a tained from the
students.

4 Finally, e interviews, the
researcher look ed by the students in

The data analysis technique used in this study is an interactive data
collection model consisting of:
1.  Data Reduction

Reducing data means summarizing, choosing the main things, focusing on

the important things, looking for themes and patterns. Thus the data that has been

reduced will provide a clearer picture, and make it easier for researchers to collect

29
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data in the field.

2.  Data Display

In this study, the data activities can be carried out in the form of brief

30
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CHAPTER IV

RESEARCH FINDINGS

findings a descripti ata ollection in

the field ) ervi | , ] ﬁ e discussion,

o

av Il be described
starting with g al d Ser ta a C description of the

research lo c : ( Jﬂ' s with research

objectives of the study. The initial purpose of this research as stated in Chapter 1,
that this study aims to 1) Describe the types of student learning difficulties in
English subject in class VII SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir? 2) Describe the factors that
cause students' learning difficulties in English subject in class VII SMPN 2

Tapung Hilir?.

31
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The research on the analysis of learning difficulties in English was carried

out in class VII E at SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir. This research was conducted for one

day to find out the difficulties experienced by students.

JUS sources,

2. Factors th
The results
1.Types of

After pung Hilir, the

researchers nts in learning

questions to class VII E students with two questions. The first Do you feel less
confident in the process of learning English? And the second is how your learning
relationship with friends.

From the results of interviews with class VII E students, it was found that

many students lacked confidence in the learning process on the grounds that they

could not use English, were embarrassed to pronounce it, could not read English

32
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sentences and did not understand. Then how is the relationship with friends? it
turns out that many students have bad relationships with friends. For example,

being bullied by a classmate. Many friends also told stories about the time it was

Tapung H
b.Learnin
rized by low
concentrate in
akes learning
g the interview

ell in the process

=TS N1

N
“

friends, teachers who are still angry, and also because they do not understand what
the teacher is explaining. Then almost all students in class VII E do not like
English lessons, because they think that English lessons are very difficult and
boring lessons and difficult to understand. And how the behavior of students in

the process of learning English takes place, students experience pressure because

the subject teacher is angry. So they behave well but do not understand what the

33
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teacher is saying. There are some students who choose to tell stories behind their
backs. The time in the learning process they get at school is also less, and they

have to take additional hours or private English lessons outside of school.

in learning is

From this

students have low intelligence and memory. However, when compared to other
classes, class VII E has the lowest level of intelligence according to the English
subject teacher. Class VII E students said that their teacher was quite proficient in

English lessons, both in the process of explaining and giving assignments.

From the data that has been obtained, it can be concluded that students also

34
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experience Learning Disfuction.

d. Slow Learning

Slow learning is a term for children who find it difficult to learn something,

sufficient according to some students, but some say it is lacking, because there is
no English laboratory, only Indonesian language and natural science laboratories.
The teacher's way of giving assignments according to students is also very
difficult to understand. giving directions, for example "please go to page 24, then
do it" without giving an explanation. If giving an explanation is also different

from what is done.

35
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Thus, it can be concluded that the students of class VII E at SMPN 2
Tapung Hilir have difficulty with the slow learner type.

e. Under Achiever

e condition of a child

low interes

4& M on in learning
English? ning | lish? From some of
these questi > obtai ether stud ave difficulty in the

Under Ache

language used daily. Students are also less prepared in English lessons, which is
caused by themselves. For example, the teacher suggests to bring a dictionary at
the clock. English lessons, but students do not bring a dictionary for various
reasons, such as not having a dictionary, forgetting, and being lazy to bring.

From the answers of these students, it was determined that the students of

class VII E had difficulties with the Under Achiever.

36
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b.  The Difficulty Factor of Students in English
After looking at the types of students' difficulties in the process of learning

English, it can be concluded that there are two factors that influence the learning

difficulties of s nternal factors and

students themse : ‘ elligence. The
factors can
learning, |
understand. 8 stu so think that Englis ng lessons. The
lack of motiva - , ing rather than
learning and Visug ances which resulted:i ot peing able to see

clearly the m

4. External

results of interviews that the low interest in student learning concentration is
caused by friends who invite them to play during the learning process, teachers
who like to be angry so that students are not interested in learning, and lack of

support from family.
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4.3 Discussion

Difficulties in learning English, it can be concluded that in general
Difficulty learning English in class VII SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir tends to be high.
Learning difficulties are a cendition where. the competencies or achievements
achieved by students are not in accordance with predetermined standard criteria.
From the results of the interview-above; it'cansbe seen that the types of difficulties
faced by class VIl E students at SMPN 2 Tapung Hilir are Learning Disolder,
Learning Disability, Learning Disfuction,Slow Learner and Under Achiever.

Factors that affect student learning difficulties are the presence of internal
factors and external factors. Internal factors that can affect student learning
difficulties include: Physiology: factors caused by body conditions, such as pain
and fatigue. Psychology includes intelligence, talent, interest and motivation
which are generally low on subjects. Low intelligence or intelligence, for example
having difficulty in doing tasks and being slow to understand the material.\While
external factors include: family factors, school factors, and community factors.
Both of these factors can affect student learning.difficulties either directly or
indirectly. Students' learning difficulties can.be seen from learning outcomes or
low academic scores below the predetermined average.

Internal factors that influence student learning difficulties such as low
interest in learning caused by poor learning difficult for students to understand
and is a foreign language and lack of motivation to learn which is caused by the
high interest in playing compared to learning and impaired vision which results in

students not being able to see more clearly the material being studied given by the
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teacher. While external factors that cause difficulties the student learning process,
namely the low concentration of student learning caused by friends who invite to

play or tell stories during the learning process.
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CHAPTER YV

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

5.1 Conclusion

er,Learning
Disability,Learnin i i " ich.Learning
Disoldder 1s ¢ ; 1 arning Disability is
characterize ar ) tra avior and lack
of study ti i j : -H :-'.. aired vision, low

intelligence level a V_memor ; "_, , aracterized by low

children who

2. There are

1. For Prospective Educators, we st know the level of student learning
difficulties so that in the learning process students can more easily understand
what is being conveyed so that we do not fail to educate the nation's generation.
As well as using interesting learning methods to overcome students' learning

difficulties such as direct methods to increase or develop students' vocabulary and

conventional methods used to improve students' speaking skills.
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2. For further researchers, it is better to develop the results of the research that has

been done so that it can be a reference for future research.
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