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ABSTRACT

MIFTAHUL FITRIA, 2022, An Analysis on the Movie Character of a Good

Teacher in the Movie of “The Great Debaters”

Key Word : Movie Character, Good Teacher, The Great Debaters Movie

This researcher tells about the characters of good teacher on The Great
Debaters movie. This research aims to explain the-main character or the character
of a good teacher on The Great Debaters movie. There are six characters of a good
teacher are :+Sense of Humor, Ethusiastic, Creative, Caring,-Explains complicated
material, Flexible instructional style. From the six characters of a good teacher the
researcher can.analysing this movie and focus ta the six character that.

This research analyzed with descriptive qualitative. The data collection
technique usedthe method of documenting and understanding of The Great Debaters
movie by watched the movie on Youtube and the researcher used movie script to
make easy of the research. The data to be analyzed is six characters of Melvin
B.Tolson as a good teacher on The Great Debaters movie.

From the research the-researcher. can<cencluded that Mr.Tolson is a good
teacher becausehe has all the character of a good teacher, namely : Sense of Humor,
Ethusiastic, Creative, Caring, Explains complicated material, Flexible instructional
style. Finally, Mr.Tolson is a good teacher category.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

11

the impact of movie. From ence above can be inferred that movie has
been determined by literary techniques on the other hand, literary pratice
grows certain features under the impact of the movie. Film is an audio visual

media so the most important thing in a film is the motion of images on a white

screen that forms a whole story. Movie can be categorized as a literary work
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because movie is the result of creative activity work of art. Movie has a

similarity to the drama form, movie and drama have an important part to

express feeling and imagination of someone. Movie also has basic elements of

directed by and starring Denzel Washington. It is based on the true story taken
from an article written about the Wiley College debate team by Tony
Scherman for the spring 1997 issue of American Legancy. It is one of the
most popular racial movies in America. It was released in 25 Desember 2007.

This is directed by two-time Academy Award winner Denzel Washington.
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The great debaters produced by Harpo Productions and distributed by Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer The Weinstein Company. The film runtime is 126 minutes.

This film was released on DVD on May 13, 2008 on 1 disc and 2 disc

many valuable
ooses The Great
problems among

or debhate coach
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about rasism between white and black people but because the other research
analysis about rasism, this research just focus to analysis the character of good
teacher on this movie.

Base on the explaination, the researcher want to conduct a research with

the title An Analysis on the Main Character of a Good Teacher in the Movie
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of “The Great Debaters”. In this study the researcher interested to find the
character of the good teacher (Melvin B.Tolson) of this movie. Melvin B
Tolson is a teacher who forms the debate team and guide the team till win.

1.2

1.3

1.4  Research Questions
The problems of the research can be stated into several questions below.
1. What are the characters of the good teacher on “The Great Debaters”

movie?
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1.5  Objective of the Research
Base on the problems statement above, the object of this researceh are :

1. To find out the characters of the good teacher in the great debeters movie.

1.6
is research can
students of English
knowledge about
put and reference in
1.7

According to Bong (2007: 267) data analysis is at once conceptual and
organisational, interpretive as well as mechanical. Analyzing means to
analyzed or explain in detail literary work element whose purpose is to

understand the unity as whole elements.
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2. Character
According to Maxwell (2001) a good character is more than just

words, but a choice that brings success. A person or another thing that

ed material well and
is a teacher who

can develop the
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is very i ! an contribute to success of
education.

5. The Great Debaters
The great debaters movie is considered as an inspirational work like
movies that tell the story of a sport team who managed to come out as a
dark horse and win a championship. The key inspiration in this film is the

words used in the dialogue. Not only dialogues in the debate that they bring
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into the life of this film,but also the dialogues ad a whole in this film are

very strong and meaningful. Because that one of the qoutes is Augustine of

Hipo a famous Latin word, with the quote “an unjust law is no law at all”
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CHAPTER Il

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 Relevance Theories

someone can convey his or her ideas or protest against different norms

of society. Those works that deal with a common problem have a
specific goal in mind. If the readers of a literary work can grasp what
the author is trying to say, the autor can communicate with them.

People can criticize everything using a variety of ways in the form of
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study analysis, such us sociological analysis and psychological

analysis, based on the previous explanation about the relationship

between literary work and social life.

daily life is the first framer literature is the second framer”.
Based on the explanation above literature is the material that
describes and entertains something value as works of art, prose, poem,

drama and movie by using beautiful language to express the authors
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ideas. Literary work often try to convey something important about a

real reflection on human life.

2.1.2 Definition of Movie

result of the movies influence.

Movie is one form of art that is able to convey information and
messages in a creative and unique way (Pradita (2012)). Because film
is an audio-visual medium, the most crucial aspect of a film is the

movement of pictures on a white screen to create a complete tale.

10
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Various studies have indicated that subtitling or captioning in a
movie has favorable impacts. Rokni and Ataee (2014) suggest that

using subtitles with movies in general affects language learning

™ ‘ students are not only
Af arget language
bl

source of popular entertainment and a powerful method for educating
or indoctrinating, citizens. The visual elements of cinema give motion
a universal power of communication; movie become popular
worldwide attractions by using dubbing or subtitles that translate the

dialogue.

11



nery wWe[sy sejisIdAm ueeyesndiog

iy disay yejepe il udwnyo(]

Movie encompasses individual motion pictures, the field of
movie as an art form and the motion picture industry. Movies are

produced by recording photographic image or by creating images

experts, the intrinsic

iew and music.

I<)
o
1t of
el
:
gtting refers both to the
o

ﬂ me in which they

| of the actions take

consideration because it also supports the success of the story. If
the directors make a mistake in choosing the setting, it can be
reduce the interest of the people to watch the movie or film.

Especially in a movie or film, the producer has to know the best

12
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setting to place, time, location, day, season and others in the

movie according ro the story.

b. Theme

character, setting
f the fundamental

ent or feels when

The theme of a story is the main idea or message that it
conveys. All the details of a story point to the theme, which is
usually an insight into human experience. Sometimes a theme is
directly stated within the story, either by a narratoror another

character.

13
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c. Plot

Plot is all the events in a story particularly rendered toward

the achievement of some particular artistic or emotional effect or

there rendered and ordered toward achieving particular artistic
and emotional effects. Plots are often designed with a narrative
structure, namely the storyline which includes exposition,
conflict, rising action and climax, followed by a falling action

and resolution.

14
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d. Character
According to Maxwell (2001) a good character is more than

just words, but a choice that brings succes. That mean character is

creating an image

ersons traits, features

antagonist is the character or force against which the
protagonist struggles. A protagonist is the main character (the
central or primary personal figure) of a literary, theatrical,

cinematic musical and video game, around which the events

15
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of the narratives plot revolve and with whom the audience is

intended to share the most empathy.

b. Minor Character

story. They do no
so known as two
ers. Minor character

e protagonist.

point of view is a

point of view can sometimes indirectly establish the authors

intentions. Point of view has to do with who tells the story and

how it is told. The point of view is the angel from which the

events are seen or narrated, from the outside form the inside, from

16
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above and below. Stated simply, it is a term for who tells the story

and how the story gets told..

f.  Music

he characters for the
a way in which the
or in another word

ere are two different

The author literary tells the audience what he or she wants to
know about the charater in direct characterization. This is
accomplished through the narrator, another character or the

character himself. In additional, Charters (2011:58) states that it

17
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can involve other external details, such as name or other overt

commentary.

2. Indirect Characterization

wrote the screenplay. The movie released in theaters on December 25,
2007. Based on a true story, the plot revolves around coach Melvin
B.Tolson debate efforts (Denzel Washington) at Wiley College, a
National Black College, to put his team on equal footing with white

people in South America during the 1930s, when the Jim Crow Laws

18
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were common and the masses lynch is a fear for black people. In this
movie, Wiley’s team finally got to the point where they able to debate

in Harvard University. This is their 47" yearly debate team.

constructions in Texas
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at all”. C : . identified symbolism of racism in the great
debates movie.

Futhermore, the film was filled with various debate
competitions which were participated by the debate team from Willey
Collage. In this film, the debate team fostered by Melvin Tolson is

described as a formidable debate team. The team won various debate

19
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competitions against various school. The climax was the victory of

Willey College in the debate against Harvard University who was

previously the national champion. In this film every issue is debatable

classroom boost student engagement, learning retention and the
student-teacher connection. Teachers with a good sense of
humor also experience less burnout and stress, as well as a

healthier work environment.

20
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Enthusiastic. Teachers enthusiasm is generally recognized as
one of the most important and desirable qualities and attributes

of effective educators. An anthused teachers instills interest,

e cognitive level

with students and

ents and help their to

cares is dedicated to a

ell. Materials is to make

express concepts. The teachers must explain complicated
material well to the students in order to the students easy to
understand what the material that.

Flexible instructional style. Effective teachers are good at

being flexible, which means they can balance several

21
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responsibilities at once and still make students smile and feel
valued.

2.2 Relevance Studies

the title “Teachers Strategies To Create A Conducive Learning Environment

In The Ron Clark Story Movie”. This research was designed qualitatively.
The data of this study was scenes on the teachers strategies to create a
conducive learning environment in the movie. The source of the data in this

research was a movie entitled the Ron Clark Story. It was found that Mr.

22
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Clark used 5 types of teachers strategies to create a conducive classroom
environment: physical design of the classroom, rules and routines,

relationship, engaging and motivation, and discipline. Each of strategies has

data analysis, and
n Clark Story is a

consciousness and

difference is another analyzed about resism on “The Great Debaters” movie
and this research analysis the elements of movie and the characters of a good

teachers on “The Great Debaters” movie.

23



2.3  Conceptual Framework

v
v % J v

Elements of the

movie

b

Setting Theme

Plot

Character

Point of view

Music

R 20 VEA W a2

v

Characters of a good teacher
(Malikow in Huda (2005:18))

b

¥

Sense of
humor

Ethusiastic

Creative

Caring

Explains
complicated
material

Flexible
instructional
style

This movie a lot of people have the problem about how the characters

of the teacher that will played. In this research the researcher explain the

elements of the movie, the elements are setting, theme, plot, character, point

of view, and music."And.the researcher focus to explain the characters of a

good teacher, the characters of a good teacher are :

sense of humor,

ethusiastic, creative, caring, explain complicated material well and flexible

instruction style.

24
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2.4 Assumption

Based on the research questions that already mentioned above, the
he Great Debaters movie. In

“‘m,‘ e S d the resez s to looking for the
it ) T3 LR :

the characters

researcher assumed that there are elements o

‘!‘-;!g‘ -

ve, caring, explain
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%
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CHAPTER I

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research De

3.2

youtube with the duratio that same with 127 minutes and the
researcher watch this movie with analyze and understand about the dialogue
of the movie. the researcher also read the movie script of “The Great

Debaters” movie to find the character of a good teacher in this movie.

26
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3.3

3.4

The instrument of this research was documentation of “The Great
Debaters” movie script. According to Rugaiyah (2016:23) study document is

an aid researchers in collecting the data or information by reading the letter,

data collection is
e, informant, and

are sentences and

Data Analysis Technique
The activity to understand the literary work requires the right
approach. In this analysis, the researcher uses a structural analytic approach as

the data analysis. The data of the study were paragraph and dialogues by

27
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characters of a good teacher on “The Great Debaters” movie. The steps of the

data analyzing are :

1. First, watch “The Great Debaters” movie by understanding and

28
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4.1

CHAPTER IV

RESEARCH FINDING

29



A well known poet and founder of Wiley College Debate Team.
During his tenure, he led his students to victory against Harvard,
Oxford and USC. Mr Tolson is a lecturer and advisor for the debate
team at Wiley College. He alsora member-of a peasant group that
opposed injustice. from the government. The character of Melvin
Tolson is considered as-a jperson, who Is assertive and tends to be
controversial..Mr Tolson has a dream to.achieve racial equality in
America.

Minor character
In The Great Debaters movie, there are many minor character,
but the researcher just would explained several characters that are the

debate team on The Great Debaters movie, they are:

Samantha Booke

The first woman to be a member of the debate team. Her real
name is Henrietta Wells. The existence of the figure of Samantha in

this movie also raises the issue of gender.

30



2.

Henry Lowe

He is an important member of the debate team. His real name is
Henry Heights. Henry Lowe comes from a family that used to be
slavery. Described as intelligent but stubborn and has a habit of

drinking and playing women.

James Farmer, Jr

He is the youngest Wiley debater, only 14 years old. His father is
a professor at Wiley College and preacher (James Farmer, Sr). Since he
and his father have the same name his is sometime called Junior. He is

son of James Farmer, Sr and the character described as intelligent but

31



4.

lacking in self confidence. He is also described as a teenager who is in

puberty this is related to his attraction to Samantha.

Hamilton Burgess

He is the debate member, he join to several compititions until
finally he resign because their debate team will debate with Oklahoma
City University its campus of the white, because that mr.burgess resign
because some reasons stated.

James Farmer,Sr

A lecture at Wiley College, he described as one of the foremost

black intellectuals. James have a high concern for their children.

32
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In this research the researcher focuses to the main character of “The

Great Debaters” movie and there are six characters of the good teacher on

The Great Debaters movie, There are:

Mr. Farmer.Jr because Mr.

Farmer.Jr smelt very good

Mr.Tolsom :¥ou smell very
good, Mr. Farmer. | and he smile.

Mr.Farmer,Jr : Thank you, sir.

Mr.Tolson : You're very
welcome. [smile]
00.49.41. This is discuss about debate

33
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(Data 3)

Mr.Farmer,Jr : | thing Lowe
here is afraid
e 1 What am | afraid o

2.  Ethusiastic

with  Oklahoma  City
University and they laugh

because they believe they

, "Tﬁm"‘l .&‘ 3

Character Data (Minute of the Movie) Explanation
of Mr.
Tolson
Enthusias 00.49.30 This dialogue Mr. Tolson

34
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Mr.Tolson

(Data 4)

I have an
announcement to
make,sent  some
lettersto ‘

s play. Is that
what you learned
from last year, Mr.
Reed?

very enthusiastic because
he always send the letter to

another University to join

Mr.Tolson
letter  with
ity University

s of white

enthusiastic to
team debate and
eny if the student

to explain the

00.57.29

(Data 6)

He stand and give upplause

to Samantha when she do a

35
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good idea in debate.

e team that will
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some debate

make debate team and

: s ... | choose 4 students to be
will be Mr.

Hamilton Burgess | debate team, there are :
from last vyear's
team, Mr. Henry | Samantha Booke, Henry
Lowe, Our
alternates, Miss | Lowe, James Farmer,Jr and
Samantha Booke.
With an "e."” And

36
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finally
(Mr.Farmer,Jr).

Hamilton Burgess.

00.42.06

(Data 9)

jeopardize your
opportunity. You
can win without
me. This is what
you wanted to do
all along, isn't it?
Mr.Henry : He's right.

Mr.Farmer,Jr : Why didn't

Giving one motion and

han he gave one week to

the first

gave Henry as a
the team a big
debate Harvard.

this  minute

can win in Harvard debate
compitition. But in ending
Mr.Tolson come to their
debate but the team don’t

know.

37




nery we[sy sejsIdAiu ) ueeyeisndidg

DI disay yepepe fur udwnyo(

“‘ -

‘;1;‘%\\‘\\\\“\‘

s

[shouting]

Mr.Tolson

[panting]

you tell us this
before?
Mr.Tolson : Because | didn't
want to hear your
arguments. | knew

: Come on. Come

on! Come on! All
right. All right.

help  James
Farmer,Jr from attack by
white people. The white
people do the attack when

Mr.Tolson get together

with friends to discuss
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Mr.Tolson : What are you | something and Farmer,Jr
doing out here?
Huh?

Ar.Farmer,Jr : | saw you- |

hide and peek Mr.Tolson

from outside

VVVVVV

st

A
P -

N\

5.

Explains complicated Material Well

Character Data (Minute of the Movie) Explanation

of Mr.
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Tolson

Explains

Complica

00.07.02

(Data 12)

Mr.Tolson explain about

revolution in class and say

00.10.58
(Data 13)

Mr.Tolson : Debate starts with
a proposition. With

Mr.Tolson explain about
proposition and ask the
student to argue with the

title Child Labor Should Be
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Instructio

nal Style

Mr.Tolson

an idea-- ""Resolved:
Child labor should
be regulated by the

federal

Regulated By The Federal

Govermant.

olson, what

about the debaters

from last year?
Don't ask a

question you

any student ask about fail
debate team last year and
Mr.Tolson say “don’t ask
about this question, get up,

you be first”
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(Data 2)

Mr.Tolsom : You smell very good, Mr. Farmer.

already know the
answer to. Get up

here. You'll be
Get  right

Mr.Farmer,Jr : Thank you, sir.

Mr.Tolson

>You're
[smile]

very welcome.
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After that we can see the sense of humor of Mr. Tolson in the

dialogue : (Data 3)

Mr.Farmer,Jr : | think you're afraid to debate white people.
Anglo-Saxons.

debate Anglo-
candle lit and
e Anglo-Saxons

855

n have high sense

eople can laugh or

AERNANY

if Mr.Tolson have

Mr.Tolson : ; ement to make,sent some lettersto some

major unlversmes Told them all about us, our team,what
we've been doing, and, uh, yesterday we got a response.
From Oklahoma City University.

Than Mr. Tolson enthusiastic to select the team debate and directly

deny if the student no clear to explain the motion from his : (Data 5)
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Mr. Reed : Well, sir, I'd begin with a quote from the poet Cleghorn.
"The golf links lie so near the mill, “'that almost every day,
""the laboring children can look out and—  and--"

Mr.Tolson : And watch the men at play. Is that what you learned from
last year, Mr. Reed?

s with a proposition.
should be regulated

debate team, there are: a Booke, Henry Lowe, James Farmer,Jr
and Hamilton Burgess, (Data 8)
Mr.Tolson : The debaters... will be Mr. Hamilton Burgess from last

year's team, Mr. Henry Lowe, Our alternates, Miss
Samantha Booke. With an "'e.”" And finally (Mr.Farmer,Jr).
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Than we can see the dialogue, Mr.Tolson give one motion and than he

gave one week to understand the motion he gave because the first debate

will be held one week start from he gave the motion. (Data 9)

g the team to go
.= Harvard debate
E & v
- pbate but the team
B O
5 =
8 5
= 2
) E my bail.
g g to jeopardize your
o B u wanted to do all
=
- >
g2
;1 2 uments. | knew they'd
— .
B =

-
E . rge. Whatever your
E Mr.Tolson : Let's go. L

Samantha : What are we supposed
to do without you?
Mr.Tolson : Win.
[train whistle blows]
From that the researcher know Mr.Tolson very creative and can make

the debate team win many times. Mr.Tolson have high creative because in
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the movie the researcher can find four creatives from Mr.Tolson it has
been proven that he is very creative.

Caring

Mr.Telson help Mr.Farmer,Jr from.attack by white people. The white
people do the attack when Mr.Tolson get together with friends to discuss
something and Mr.Farmer,Jr hide and peek Mr.Tolson from outside, this
the dialogue after an.attack occurs i (Data 11)

[shouting]

Mr.Tolson : Come on. Come on! Come on! All right. All right.

[panting]

Mr.Tolson  : What are you doing out here? Huh?

Mr.Farmer,Jr : | saw you- | was walking by your house, and | saw you
dressed funny.

Mr.Tolson  : I'm dressed like them, son..You think they'd listen to me
if | was wearing a tuxedo? Huh?

Mr.Farmer,Jr : No, sir.

Mr.Tolson : Listen to me.You listening?You cannot tell anybody what
you saw tonight.You understand?. Not even my wife
knows about this.

This minute Mr.Tolsen have caring to the student and help the student
from white people attack. In this indicator the researcher know if
Mr.Tolson have caring but just one the researcher found on the movie. he
caring but not'to caring because he.acts unconcerned but he cares.

Explains complicated material well
Mr.Tolson explain about revolution in class and say want to make a
debate team in the class, with the dialogue : (Data 12)

Mr.Tolson : 1925,I'm going to introduce you to some new voices this
semester. There's a revolution going on. In the North. In
Harlem. They're changing the way Negroes in America
think. I'm talking about poets like Hughes, Bennett, Zora
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Neale Hurston, Countee Cullen-""Some are teethed on a
silver spoon, ""with the stars strung up for a rattle.

Than Mr.Tolson explain about proposition and ask the student to argue
with the _title. Child Labor Should BewRegulated By The Federal
Govermant, the dialogue is : (Data 13)

Mr.Tolson : Debate starts with a proposition. With an idea-- 'Resolved:
Child labor should be regulated by the federal government.™
The first-debaterargues the affirmative.
And after that Mr.Tolson gave a materi and give one week to debate
team for do the first debate. With the dialogue : (Data 14)

Mr.Tolson : Our first debate is one week from today.

The concluded in this Mr.Tolson have high explains complicated
material well because he always give a title and explain or give the
students to explainsthe.title he gave. The researcher know Mr.Tolson have
a good explaination in order to the students can learn easy.

Flexible instructionalstyle

Mr.Tolson give the title and any student ask about fail debate team last
year and Mr.Tolson say “don’t ask a question, get up here, you will be
first”. The dialogue is : (Data 15)

Mr.Reed : Mr. Tolson, what about the debaters from last year?
Mr.Tolson : Don't ask a question you already know the answer to. Get
up here. You'll'be first. Get right here. Hot spot.

In this Mr.Tolson have flexible instructional style. In this movie the
researcher know one flexible instructional style of Mr.Tolson and from
that Mr.Tolson have enter to good teacher.

In this research the researcher have to find the data analysis from The

Great Debaters movie and found six characters of good teacher. the six
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characters are : sense of humor, enthusiastic, creative, caring, explains
complicated material well and flexible instructional style. From the
characters the researcher find what can Mr.Tolson be categorized as a

good teacher?

uded that Mr.Tolson is

<N RN \\\\“‘5"

%
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CHAPTER YV

CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND SUGGESTION

5.1

the black people

e the researcher can

\ % )

‘\\\\\\\"i

"

America.
The conclusion this movie tells about racism between black people
from white people and the struggle of Mr.Tolson to against white people with
debate competition in Oklahoma City University and Harvard University that

is university of white people. The purpose of make debate competition is in
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order to the racism between them is gone and the black people can live

peacefully without distubance of black people.

5.2 Implication

53

teacher on The Gre S'movie. they can use this research result
to make an additional material to their understanding achiev the
purpose of the character on movie. And also know the elements of The

Great Debaters use on the movie.
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2.

For the Other Researcher
The researcher hopes this research can provide meaningful

guidelines and references for other reseachers if they are interested in
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