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ABSTRACT

Novia Afdilla, 2021, An Analysis of Students’ Vocabulary Mastery in the Fifth Semester

Students of English Language Education Department of Universitas Islam Riau. Thesis

Keyword: Analysis, Vocabulary mastery, English

Vocabulary is an essential element to master English language skills, namely
speaking, listening, writing, and reading. However to master vocabulary is challenging for
students. A large number of the students have lack of vocabulary mastery. The students
have some problems to improve theirvocabulary - Based,on the phenomenon this research
aims to find out the level of ‘vocabulary mastery and what the problem that face by the
students to improve their vocabulary mastery.

This research worked on quantitative research approach through a descriptive
research design. This study involved 25 students in the fifth semester.of English Language
Education Department of Universitas Islam Riau. The students were asked to answer 40
questions to ascertain their vocabulary level which was done online through a link. After
completing the test, the students can know the result of the test. The questions used for the
test come from the Oxford standard online test which can be accessed in this link
http://www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/english-level-test/vocabulary. .+ Then, some  of
representative students were invitedto be.interviewed in order to investigate their problems
in learning vocabulary.

The finding of this study showed that the students’s vocabulary mastery still need to
be improved. Based on/the result of the' test, there are‘eight students got A1(Beginner) level.
Then in the A2 (Pre-intermediate) level are eight students.. While in the group
B1(Intermediate) level are seven students and the B2 (Upper Intermediate) level only two
students. At C1 (Advanced) and C2 (Proficient) levels, no students could achieve the levels.
Furthermore, the interview result reveals that the students experienced some problems to
improve their vocabulary; do not know the appropriate learning technique, rarely learn
new words, difficult to master proper pronunciation in-English, do not have the motivation
to improve their vocabulary mastery of English.


http://www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/english-level-test/vocabulary
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Problem

person”. In \ S C f letters and then

becomes a ] as a ing. The .. IS ] ed with other words to

In the con h g .vocabulary helps the language
<>

learners read and listen v g Wi learning vocabulary, students

.Q\\\‘

do not just memorize vocabular d to understand well the vocabulary and

practice the words in their daily communication.

However, to master English vocabulary is challenging for the students. A
large number of the students have lack of vocabulary. This problem simultaneously

affects the students’ vocabulary mastery. Based on researcher’s experience in teaching
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English at a Senior High School, there were some problems influence the students’

vocabulary mastery, such as interest, teaching method, and English exposure.

Based on researcher’s experience, uninteresting subject that taught by

lecturers/teachers can be.one of the reasons. The students get uninterested in learning

also one of the
problems fac the subject being
studied. Ho hods used by the
is method is very

commonly use Ak v s. The use of other

The last obstacle in learning vocabulary is language exposure. In Indonesia,
English is a foreign language that is rarely used as a language in daily communication.
English is rarely used outside of the school or campus, because people prefer to use

Indonesian. Besides, not everyone is able to speak English, because the lack of English
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vocabulary. Based on the researcher’s observation, at English department, the students
also rarely communicate in English, except when in the learning process that requires
English. Unfortunately, at the outside the teaching and learning process, students will

return to use Indonesian, beacuse English is not the first or second language in

Indonesia.

done by the
the vocabul o ' or example using
social media, sucl el ] A0 jjf /e their own social
media account a ‘ /aday i ot S| the development of
technology i . . - - ot of influence in
people’s lives @very ddy. 1 ~ eai iR uage. Social media

is equipped guage 6 : > Indonesian. Some

Based on the description above, the researcher was interested in analyzing the
English education students’ vocabulary mastery because they are majoring in English
and have been learning English for several years in the University. It is very important

to know how well their vocabulary mastery because it can affect their English
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proficiency. Finally, this proposed research entitled “An Analysis of Students’
Vocabulary Mastery In The Fifth Semester Students of English Language

Education Department at Universitas Islam Riau”

1.2 Setting of the problem

Beside thal

tl%'

such as gra
iing how to use the
grammatical rule in a language
makes senten yed. The system of

rules used to

HRALNERND

\ A )

2o )
=p
A

of speech, tenses,
phrases, claus ically well-formed

sentences in E

mastering English skills. Vocabulary is essential in learning a language use because,
without an extensive vocabulary, the learners will be unable to use the structures and
function for comprehensible communication. Vocabulary is a basic that must be owned

or studied. Vocabulary is something that must be learned before mastering other skills
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such as speaking and listening because vocabulary is the basis of a language skill.
Without vocabulary, it is difficult for someone to convey something or feel unfamiliar

with the word being heard. The importance of mastering vocabulary is that we are

easier to listen and then easier to say or speak.

correctly.
Am
components ning the language.
Then, the o students’ English

proficiently.

1.3
Based on the QQ above, the research focused on
conducted the research on . nglish Language Education Department
Universitas Islam Riau. The researcher limited this study on analyzing the students
vocabulary mastery based on their result test and do interview. There are six levels of
Common European Framework (CEF):

A. Beginner (Al). At this levels, the students still hav elack of vocabulary

and are still learning and collecting vocabulary to complement



nery wWe[sy sejisIdAm ueeyesndiog

iy disay yejepe il udwnyo(]

sentences. Understanding and use of English is only about common
vocabulary and simple sentences.
B. Pre-Intermediate (A2). This level can be said to be still learning the

basics in English. Ability at this level is reflected in the interaction in

a0 i an easy topic, such as
‘ ‘mm&\“ .&a. n_someone who

\R\\‘:‘ by ‘é

I!
=)
S
w
3
3
D
o
=
D
=
5
5]

without obstacles.

level are able to

native speaker that means those at this level can use English in any

situation and condition.
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1.4 Formulation of the Problem
Based on the limitation of the problem above, the formulation is :

1.4.1 What are the level of vocabuary mastery of the fifth semester students in

English Language Education Department at Universitas Islam Riau?

1.4.2

1.5

151

1.5.2

1.6

vocabulary mastery. And students be easier understand what the teacher said and be
able to express their ideas.
1.6.2 For researcher

To motivate the researcher in learning English, especially in learning

vocabulary mastery based on the context.
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1.6.3 For readers

Can be give the information about English vocabulary based on context to the

readers. Also can be provide source information in term of vocabulary.

1.7.2

understanding meaning, how to use i pelling, and how to

write.
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CHAPTER Il

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1

proposed some

ents language
peak, listen, read
ary students will
or example, if the
en what of native
ontext, reading or

that an individual

to communicate with one another. Putri(2013)vocabulary is more than list of
target language words. VVocabulary is part of the language system. Susanti et al.,
(2017) states that vocabulary is a knowledge of a word that not only implies a

definition but also implies that how words fits into the world. The students have
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to improve their vocabulary by exercising regularly and they must put great
effort so that they can master the vocabulary.
In conclusion, vocabulary is a based in learning a language because

vocabulary is related to other four skills, including grammar. If the students can

nicate both orally
arners are hoped to

aking, writing and

Vocabulary learning is very important for people who learn English both
as foreign language and as second language. Rohmatillah(2014) points out
learning vocabulary is an important aspect of language two and foreign language

acquisition and academic achievement and is vital to reading comprehension and

10
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proficiency, to which it is closely linked. Rohmatillah(2014) states that learning
of vocabulary is based on the formation of spesific habits. Since this involves the

association of symbols and their meaning, it is clear that an enrichment of the

meaning of the word is as important as its frequent repetition.

someone knows.
y or words in the

tain motivation to

linguists may have vocabular .000 to 40.000 words. An average educated
person may have 15.000 to 20.000 words in his vocabulary (William, 1970:47).
Besides that people still have a job to steadily bud up their stock of words,

especially those who are stl learning English.

11
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In conclusion, vocabulary mastery is neccessary for the English learners.
People cannot communicate their ideas as clearly as they means if their

vocabulary is still limited. This will influence to their ability in writing, listening,

speaking and reading.

kinds of physical

objects, iger, man, woman,

flower, able abstract nouns

such as @ , etc. For example:
e Thing — My pen is blue

2.3.2 Verb

Evelyn & Vago M. Robert(2010) verbs are words that usually epress

an acttion. In other definition, verb is determiner to define the situation for

12
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whatever is expressed in a clause, and the verb is the chief determinant of what
kind of situation it is: an action (I opened the door), some other event (The
building collapsed), a state (They know the rules) and so on. Example:

e She worked in Paris

234 Adverb

Adverb is a word that describes a verb. Adverbs generally indicate
information about location, time, degree, and manner. It tell about an action, or
the way something is done. Adverb also modifiers, but they modify verbs,

adjectives and other adverbs. Most adjectives can changed to an adverb by

13
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adding -ly to the end of the adjective. If the adjective ends in —y, change the —y to
—i and then add —ly. Seome adverbs of time, which answer the question when, do
not always end in —ly. Consider words: today, tomorrow, yesterday, tonight, late,

early, never. Example:

e the main word in

a noun phrase '  the g 3 se. They fall into a

- Interrogative pronouns who, what, which
- Relative pronouns which,who, that
- Indefinite pronouns some, none

14
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2.3.6 Prepositions
Prepositions are linking words that inroduce prepositional phrases, i.e
a preposition + noun/noun phrase. E.g about, after, by, down, from, into,

towards, around, without, because of, due to, apart from, despite. Example:

\lo‘!

b
»

use a conjunction
e are two kinds of

1ip between because

S EL L))

e clauses of equal

Whenbe stopped, no one said anything

They are going by car because it was more comfortable
Although the wound was bealing, be could never be

able to speak again

15
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2.3.8 Interjection
An interjection is q word or phrase that express strong emotion, such
as surprise, pleasure, or anger. Exclamations often stand on their wn, and in

writing they are usually followed by an interjection mark rather than a full stop.

vocabulary. They
adjective, adverb,

this research,

2.6 Relevance Studies

There are some previous researchers that studied about vocabulary

mastery. The reseacrher uses those those previews studies which used as a basic

consideration to conduct this present study. The related study which are used as a

16
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references are described in chronological order below. Based on the research that

done by Simanungkalit (2018) entitled An Analysis of VVocabulary Mastery in

Context of the Sixth Semester at English Language Education of FKIP-UIR on

Level”, 3 students

n the explanation

mastery in context

(CAR). This reseacrh consis each of cycles has 4 phases: planning,

action, observation, and reflection. The data was analyzed by using guantitative

and qualitative data. After conducing CAR at first grade of MTs Persatuan Amal

Bakti (PAB) 1 Helvetia school. the finding of the resecrh proved that fly swetter

17
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game can retain students’ vocabulary. It can be seen from the imporovemenr of

the students score. The students’ average score of pre-test was 53.3. After the

implementation of fly swetter game, the average score f post-test 1 cycle 1 was

rning process of

entitled Incresing
e Second Grade of

xperimental Design,

study involved in
In conculsion of this
research, the students’ vocabu ased to a greatter extent through EyeSpy
game. The total score of students in Experimental class in the post-test is 1.389

and 1.251 for Controlled class. In addition, the mean score in posttest for

Experimental class is 86,81 and 78,18 for Controlled class. The data above shows

18
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that students’ vocabulary mastery in Experimental class is higher than in

Controlled class. It means that the Eye-Spy Game which was applied in the

Experimental class is effective to increase vocabulary mastery. Beside that, they

were able to pror 2 the vocabulary when th ed. Even they compete each

19
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2.6 Conceptual Framework

Beginner (Al)

ry ley

Common Eurgpean Advanced (C1)
Eramework (CEFR)
! ‘ Proficient (C2)

<
\\“

Pre-Intermediate
(A2)

| Intermediate (B1)

'
{
W,

2.7  Assumption

: )HILIEIE Ul udwnyo(]
<

The researcher assumes that the fifth semester students are in advanced

and intermediate levels in mastering vocabulary.

20
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CHAPTER 111

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1  Reseach Design

eni, 2014).

esign that used a test

3.2

Population

The poulation of this research was the fifth semester students of

English Language Education Department at Universitas Islam Riau. Total

students in the fifth semester of 2018/2019 academic year in English

21



nery we[sy sejsIdAiu ) ueeyeisndidg

DI disay yepepe fur udwnyo(

Language Education Department were 145 students. The students divided into
4 classes.

Table 3.1 The Population of the Fifth Semester Students of English

)
%

) 2 Al

-
rY
-
e

b
oy S
P

2018/2019. The researher used cluster random sampling to take the sample
because all the population were having the categories, such as all of them have

taken/followed vocabulary subject and learn at English department of UIR.

22
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The researcher used a lottery sistem by writing down the class categories, A,

B, C, D and putting them in a bottle. Then the class selected from the lottery

result is class 5B. Random sampling technique is used if the population or the

data source i g0ard(Sujarweni, 2014

The test technique is the implementation of an assessment by

presenting a series question that must be answered correctly by testi. The test

is a series of question or exercises and other tools used to measure skills,

intelligence knowledge, abilities or talents possessed by individuals or groups.

23
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In other words, the test is a tool used to measure knowledge and abilities of

individual groups, (Han & goleman, daniel; boyatzis, Richard; Mckee, 2019)

3.3.2 Interview

&
bl
el
o
5 lepth information’
o

L ph omenon could be
o
&

to it. It can be

3.4  Data Analysis
The next steps after collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the

data. The researcher analyzed the data based on the students’ result test in

24
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online test. Then the researcher analyzed the data to find out the level of
vocabulary mastery in the fifth semester students.

Table 3.2 The Classification of Students’ Score

Vocabulary level

ar - CEF Level

Al

Intermediate —

EF Level A2

L L Y

rmediate — CEF

Level B1

per-Intermediate —

CEF Level B2

ALY

Advanced — CEF

Level C1

Proficient - CEF
6 40 out of 40
Level C2

25
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The researcher used quantitative research so that the researcher used
data presentation to support the data. After getting the data about the

students’ vocabulary level, the researcher then conducted an interview

session.

CHAPTER IV

RESEARCH FINDINGS

4.1 Data Presentation

26
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This chapter presents the result of vocabulary test done by the students

online at http://www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/english-level-test/vocabulary. The

result of the test is presented quantitatively in the following information.

Table 4.1 Table of students’ vocabulary level

N,

-

[ 4
&

o

o
AN
A

[

o

£ 5

Meanwhile, at the B2 Upper-Intermediate level, there areonly two students. At
C1 Advanced and C2 Proficient levels are empty, which means that no students

has made it to that level.

27
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There are 6 levels of English proficiency based on test result. The first
batch is Al or called Beginner. At this level the students still have limited
vocabulary and are still learning and collecting vocabulary to complement

sentences. Understanding and use of English is only about common vocabulary

improve their

Then the B1 level is called Intermediate. Someone at this level can speak
English actively and passively with topics that are more varied than the previous
level, both in formal and informal situations. For example, someone can talk
about ideals and lifestyles, to take part in job interview in English. Severeal

students in this study have succeeded reaching this category. Hence, the students

28
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still need to develop their vocabulary mastery to get better level, it is upper
intermediate.
While level B2 or Upper Intermediate can be intended for someone who

has mastery of English in various opportunities without obstacles. People who

for aca ¢ and profe culty undertsanding or

applyin : z S hey Ca sS their ideas in spoken

finding reveals a problem that needs to be figured out by both students and
teachers.
Last, the highest level is level C2 or Proficient. Someone at this level has a

position equivalent to a native speaker. That means those at this level can use

29
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English in any situation and condition. This study shows that none participants at
this level.
Based on the findings, the reseacher is also interested in investigating the

students’ problems in mastering the English vocabulary. Hence, some particpants

? '

robles " nastering English

vocabulary learning techniques that were suitable for them, namely
acquiring new vocabulary from movies or listening to songs.
According to one participant, this method is more or less effective.

“Usually 1 acquire new vocabulary or learn new vocabulary

through movies or songs | listen to. This method is more or less

30
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effective in increasing vocabulary” (student 5). While the other
way learning vocabulary techniques, one participant argued that
through an application on a cellphone, this participant’s technique

was to learn vocabulary. “ I use U dictionary application to learn

application is quite easy,
Sl SSSC AN Ny .@g
i i . ‘g ways use their

meaning. | think

English because it was difficult to master proper pronounciation in
English. The participants argue that some vocabularies have sound
or pronounciation that are similiar, but different, either in meaning
or in the words themselves. “Some words in English have the same

pronounciation, but have different meaning. That makes it difficult

31
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because it can lead to mispronounced when communicating in
English” (student 3). However, there are other participants who say

that their problem in increasing vocabulary is because of not

knowing the appropriate learning technique. “/ do not know how to

to improve my English vocabulary is when | hear native speakers
talk on podcasts, and people who are very proficient in English. |
also want to be like them.” (student 2) .

The students’ reluctant to practice the vocabulary. The students are

reluctant to practice English, particulary in speaking activities.

32
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Hence, they do use the vocabulary that they have learn. In this case,
the students could easily forget the new words that they found in

their reading or in their daily life because they do not practice using

the language. All participants said that their English skills

topics, because their vocabulary are limited in difficult discussion.

. The use of English by lecturers when teaching is not maximized.

Almost the whole replied that the lecturers had maximally using
English while teaching. But one of the participants said that

lecturers still use Indonesian when teaching, then learning is not

33
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optimal. “There are several lecturers who still use Indonesian when
teaching, so less maximal learning” (Student 3).
h. Lack of introduction to the English language proficiency test

(TOEFL) to students college. Four of the five participants already

2. TOEFL test, some even

r partici X
: h]‘-“ .Q # ‘ve heard of the

2

‘\\\\\\\\\\““

%

34
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4.2 Data Interpretation

Based on the findings of this study, the researcher found that the students’
vocabulary mastery need to be improved. According to Richards and Renandya

(2002: 255), vocabulary is a core of components language proficiency and

0asis for how _lear listen, read and write.
“‘Ham‘“'% ‘
P

abulary. Vocabulary

teacher and

abulary requires

ks the four skills
and Nga, 2003).

dents’ success in

sound, but the meaning of the vocabulary is different. The meaning of a word can
be different. With vocabulary wide one can understand easily what is heard,
someone reads or says and can communicate clearly and effective (Astuti, T.N;

2017). Another problem faced by students is that they do not know how to learn

35



appropriate and effective vocabulary techniques so that vocabulary can continue
to increase. Learning style is a person’s tendency to use a certain way in learn so
you can lear with good (Hardini, 1 & Puspita, D; 2012) Then the interview
participants also mentioned another problem in learning vocabulary, namely
fighting laziness to learn..new vocabulary. Difficult, courses are the reason
students feel lazy because they are not interested in difficult courses. The
psychological approach explains: that-lazy learning can be triggered by internal
factors, such as physical condition, personality, motivation and emotions. While
external factors include the impact of the interaction of the person concerned

with the environment outside the self individual (Maulidia, R. 2009).

During the interview, the participants also sharing what are their method in
learning vocabulary. One of the participant said that he usually learns vocabulary
through an application on his smartphone. He reasoned that smartphones are used
daily by people so the Smartphone is the-object that IS used most often and is
closest to aur lives. Then another learning method used by the interviewees was
to learn vocabulary through movies or songs they heard. Both of these activities
are fun things that can.provide other benefits, namely they acquire and learn new
vocabulary in addition to enjoying the movie or songs that is playing. Songs as a
listening material can be applied in two ways, while they listen to the song, they
can practice pronounciation subconsiously, and unconsciously they are also

aware that they improve their language skills (Ifadah. M, Aminah. S; 2011).

36
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
5.1 Conclusion

Based on the research finding in the previous chapter, it can be concluded that

test, most of students are
a 0 improve their
.ﬂ" d in rank C1.

s also faced some

Ly

> students’ problem
g-technique, rarely learn

ot have the motivation

\ )5
-
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5.2.2 The English students should learn a new word everyday, keep it then practice it.

5.2.3 For the next researcher who are interested to investigating about students’
vocabulary mastery, it is interestd to investigate the teachers’ method in teachhing

vocabulary or English learning.
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